Representative Ty Mathews
House District 83

Sponsor Testimony on House Bill 500
March 10", 2026

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the
Education Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 500.

This bill allows a school district to designate a Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps
(JROTC) or National Defense Cadet Corps (NDCC) program it offers as part of its
career-technical education program.

JROTC programs already provide students with valuable leadership, management,
logistics, and problem-solving skills—many of the same competencies emphasized
in existing career-technical pathways.

However, current Ohio law does not recognize these programs as career-technical
education. As a result, schools offering JROTC cannot include them in their career-
technical education funding calculations.

House Bill 500 corrects this by allowing districts to designate JROTC and NDCC
programs as career-technical education programs and ensuring they are included in
the state’s CTE funding formula.

This change simply ensures that these programs and the students who participate in
them are recognized alongside other career-technical pathways.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



