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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Ohio 

House Health Committee: 

As members of the Senate Education Committee, you understand the critical importance of 

delivering sound, effective education—an objective at the heart of House Bill 485, the Baby 

Olivia Act. Education and awareness are among the most powerful tools we have to shape 

understanding, and that effort must begin with young people. The Baby Olivia Act advances this 

goal by ensuring that Ohio students receive scientifically accurate, developmentally appropriate 

information about how human life begins and develops. 

A strong foundation in education means presenting students with a complete and factual 

understanding of human biology. Yet for too long, discussions of prenatal development have 

been limited or absent in the classroom, even as advancements in medical imaging, embryology, 

and fetal medicine have provided unprecedented insight into life before birth. Today’s students 

are already exposed to images and information through social media and television, but too often 

without context or clear explanation. 

The Baby Olivia video and curriculum help fill that gap by offering a medically reviewed, age-

appropriate, and neutral explanation of early human development. Through this resource, 

students can learn about significant developmental milestones—such as the first heartbeat, the 

formation of fingers and toes, and the development of movement and hearing—in a way that is 

grounded in science and appropriate for their level of learning. 

For decades, the right to life movement has recognized that when individuals are given accurate, 

science-based information, it can meaningfully shape how they understand the world. Education 

fosters awareness, and awareness builds respect—for ourselves, for others, and for the dignity of 

every human life. These efforts have played an important role in informing public understanding 

and encouraging thoughtful, compassionate conversations. 

By starting with young people, we lay the groundwork for a more informed and respectful 

society. The Baby Olivia Act ensures that students have the opportunity to learn about the 



 
 

   

 

scientific reality of human development, empowering them with knowledge that will stay with 

them for a lifetime and deepen their appreciation for the uniqueness of every human life. 

Ohio Right to Life has worked with countless women across our state, and we know firsthand 

that access to clear information and adequate time for reflection makes a meaningful difference. 

Women consistently express appreciation when they are given the opportunity to slow down, ask 

questions, and fully understand their options. This legislation helps ensure that every woman in 

Ohio is afforded that same opportunity. 

On behalf of Ohio Right to Life and the thousands of Ohioans we represent, I respectfully urge 

the Committee to support and advance House Bill 485. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 


