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My name is Amanda O’Mara and I am a K-6 STEM teacher in Northeast Ohio as well as one of 
the At Large board members of CSTA Ohio. I am testifying in opposition to the single semester 
high school graduation requirement for computer science included in SB 326.  
 
Over the past two years, I have contributed to the revision of the CSTA National Standards, 
which are set to be released in summer 2026. During the development process, the writing team 
was guided by two key principles: first, that the standards should be foundational for all students 
in preK–12, and second, that they should encompass a full year of content for each grade band 
(preK–5, 6–8, and 9–12). With these factors in mind, reducing the graduation requirement from 
a full year to a single semester of computer science would not align with the recommendations 
of the nation’s leading computer science education organization. As a result, Ohio students 
would not graduate with the level of CS readiness that higher education and future employers 
will expect under these new standards. 
 
Although Ohio has its own set of computer science standards, those were heavily based on 
CSTA’s prior work and will likely incorporate the forthcoming revisions during the state’s next 
review cycle. Rather than moving forward with a one-semester requirement, I recommend 
pausing this effort until the new standards are released this summer, allowing the Ohio 
Department of Education and Workforce to review and update the state’s CS standards. This 
would provide the opportunity to determine what is truly foundational for all high school students 
and to assess whether a semester‑long or year‑long requirement is appropriate. It would also 
give schools additional time to retain qualified CS teachers or arrange for online instruction, and 
it would allow curriculum providers to update their materials to reflect the new standards. 
 
While I recognize that this effort has been ongoing for several years, I believe this is not the right 
moment to push through a requirement—especially one that may not reflect the national 
standard for computer science education by the time it takes effect. Computer science can no 
longer be treated as an elective, particularly given the growing role of artificial intelligence in 
both industry and daily life. Moreover, CS education now extends far beyond coding and 
networking to encompass a broader range of topics, including cybersecurity and data science, 
as well as essential skills such as creativity, critical thinking, and collaboration. Waiting for the 
revised standards will allow Ohio to pursue a full-year graduation requirement that truly reflects 
the depth and breadth of computer science education students need. 
 
Signed,  

 
Amanda O’Mara  


