
 

To: Chairman Brenner  
Vice-Chair Blessing 
Ranking Member Ingram  
Senate Education Committee  

From: David Mahan  
Executive Policy Director  
Center for Christian Virtue  

Re: Support for HB485  

Chairman Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and esteemed 
members of the Senate Education Committee, my name is David Mahan and I am 
testifying on behalf of the Center for Christian Virtue, Ohio’s largest Christian 
public policy organization. I am here today to emphatically support the passage of 
HB485, which will ensure that students receive medically accurate and engaging 
instruction about human growth and development.  

Most Ohio school districts currently incorporate human development into their 
health, biology or life sciences curriculum, but for some reason many schools 
choose to just skip over prenatal development. If we already acknowledge the value 
of teaching human development, why would we leave out the very first and most 
intriguing stages? While the topic can seem controversial in rooms like this, in the 
classroom it's just a fun way to discuss the shared human experience of how we all 
came into this world. Who doesn’t get excited when family members and friends 
pull out their baby’s ultrasound pictures, right? Unfortunately, a 2021 IPSOS Poll 
found that less than a quarter of Americans are well informed on the stages of fetal 
development.  Nearly half (47%) could only correctly identify one or none of the 5 1

stages presented. In other words, nearly half of Americans would FAIL such a 
human development test. However, while the vast majority of adults apparently still 
haven’t quite grasped when and how life begins, biologists and the international 
medical community seem to have figured it out.  
 

Dr. Steven Jacobs, a PHD from the University of Chicago’s Department of 
Comparative Human Development, conducted an international survey of thousands 
of biologists to determine the scientific consensus on when a human’s life begins. 

1https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/news-polls/Americans-pregnancy-knowledge-and-abortion-2021 
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Of the 5,557 biologists surveyed from over 1,000 academic institutions around the 
world, 96% affirmed the view that life begins at fertilization.  2

Despite all of the media spin surrounding this legislation, the biological fact that 
Life begins at fertilization as BEAUTIFULLY depicted in the “Meet Baby Olivia” 
video, or National Geographic’s “In the Womb”, is not what is controversial here. 
Apparently, simply teaching that biological fact to children is what’s causing all of 
the uproar.  

We would like to thank Representative Melanie Miller for sponsoring the Baby 
Olivia Act, and we urge the committee to favorably report HB485 without delay. 
Thank You.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Center for Christian Virtue (CCV) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization that 
endeavors to create an Ohio where God’s blessings of life, family, and religious 
freedom are treasured, respected, and protected. www.ccv.org -- (513) 733-5775 P.O. Box 
2945, Columbus, OH 43216 | CCV.ORG 

2https://issuesinlawandmedicine.com/articles/the-scientific-consensus-on-when-a-humans-life-begi
ns/  
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