
Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the Senate Education 
Committee: 
 
Thank you for accepting testimony on SB 326.  
 
My name is John Dutton. I teach in Cleveland Metropolitan School District, and I have taught Computer 
Science in Cleveland and East Cleveland for over 10 years. I am also the president of the Computer Science 
Teachers Association for Ohio. 
 
I am in opposition to the amendment to SB 326 that would change the requirement from a one year Computer 
Science graduation requirement to a one semester graduation requirement. 
 
Should the amendment be adopted, I will oppose the bill in its entirety for these reasons: 

●​ Computer Science is not a collection of surface-level skills; it is grounded in problem-solving, 
computational thinking, and foundational AI literacy. If we expect students to understand how AI works - 
not just use it - then they need sustained time to engage with data, algorithmic development, and 
models. A single semester does not provide that opportunity. 

●​ Reducing the requirement to one semester risks undermining the $16 million TeachCS investments in 
the last two legislative sessions by lowering the level of instruction those teachers are expected to 
deliver; TeachCS was developed with the one credit graduation requirement as the end goal.  

●​ The current Ohio Financial Literacy requirement, structured similarly to this amendment, has become 
little more than a checkbox for many schools and districts around the State. Should this amendment be 
approved, I expect that Computer Science instruction would suffer the same fate. 

●​ Many students in Ohio already receive rich, year-long Computer Science instruction. By minimizing the 
requirement for schools and districts without adequate access to Computer Science, many students will 
receive only brief and shallow exposure, widening gaps in rural and urban districts rather than closing 
them. Many schools may be forced to shift away from providing year-long Computer Science instruction 
to some students in order to provide one semester instruction to all. A one credit graduation 
requirement in combination with existing TeachCS training will create and support adequate CS teacher 
staffing. 

●​ Computer Science is a fundamental skill that all Ohio students need in order to remain competitive with 
other states and countries, as evidenced by its inclusion in many other states’ graduation requirements. 
A one semester Computer Science course would be equivalent to reducing the requirement to one 
semester in Geometry, Biology, American History, or other foundational courses. 

 
A one credit Computer Science graduation requirement will prepare all of Ohio's high school students for the 
careers that we know are already in high demand and strengthen Ohio's place as the Silicon Heartland. This 
amendment will not. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Dutton 
CSTA Ohio, President 
Teacher, Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
 


