
Dear Chairman Brenner and Senate Education Committee Members, 

I write as the former owner and President of a 163-year-old Ohio manufacturing and 
marketing company that recently closed, and as a husband of 41 years, father, and 
grandfather. I have seen firsthand how strong families, well-educated young people, 
and a stable workforce are the backbone of Ohio’s communities and economy. 

I am writing in support of H.B. 485, the Baby Olivia Act, which requires Ohio’s public 
schools to provide instruction in human growth and development for grades 5–12, 
including a high-definition ultrasound video of early fetal development and the “Meet 
Baby Olivia” video, or a substantially similar resource that shows fertilization and each 
stage of human development in the womb through birth. Giving students a factually 
solid understanding of how a human life develops—from the first moments after 
fertilization, through the formation of the brain, heart, and other vital organs, and on to 
birth—treats them with respect as capable young adults and equips them to make 
thoughtful, informed decisions. 

When students clearly see that fetal development is a continuous, ordered process of 
human growth, they are better able to understand the weight of choices around 
pregnancy, sexuality, and family life. Over time, this kind of knowledge can contribute to 
fewer crisis pregnancies and abortions, more stable family formation, and better 
long-term educational outcomes, because young people are making decisions with their 
eyes open rather than in confusion, fear or misinformation. As someone who has spent 
a lifetime employing and mentoring Ohioans, I believe this understanding ultimately 
supports higher graduation rates, stronger participation in careers of choice, and a more 
stable community and economic environment for all of us. 

Importantly, H.B. 485 provides for transparency and parental involvement by requiring 
the Department of Education and Workforce to publish approved instructional materials, 
by making those materials available to parents, and by allowing parents to excuse their 
children from this instruction if they so choose. It also ensures consistent 
implementation by requiring annual audits of districts and schools to verify compliance. 
In my view, this balanced approach—scientifically grounded, transparent to parents, 
and compassionate to students—reflects Ohio at its best. 

For the sake of our students, our families, and the long-term strength of Ohio’s 
communities and workforce, I respectfully urge you to support and pass H.B. 485. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Daniel P. White 

 


