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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the Senate 
Education Committee: thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony for 
House Bill 485, the Baby Olivia Act. 

My name is Dr. Alicia Thompson. I am a board-certified obstetrician-gynecologist with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry, a Master’s in Public Health, and I previously served as an 
ORISE fellow at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. While I care for women 
and adolescents at all ages of their reproductive lives, my medical practice focuses on 
helping women experiencing infertility and recurrent pregnancy loss, and it is a privilege to 
walk with them through the joys and sorrows of creating and sustaining new life. 

The Baby Olivia video accurately depicts what every obstetrician knows and sees daily: that 
human life begins at the moment of fertilization. From that first instant, a genetically 
unique human being exists, already directing its own development. The video illustrates 
these realities in a way that is both scientifically sound and accessible to students, using 
clear visual milestones to demonstrate the beauty and complexity of early human life. It 
provides the kind of factual, evidence-based education we should want every young person 
to receive. 

Unfortunately, there is widespread public confusion about early human development — 
confusion that is too often reinforced by the very institutions that should promote clarity. 
Measures like the Baby Olivia Act are necessary to counter the prevailing narrative that 
diminishes the embryo or fetus as merely a “clump of cells.” The truth is far more profound 
and far more scientifically precise. The video uses medically accurate dating that begins at 
fertilization — the standard framework used in embryology — and it explains 
developmental milestones in plain language that adolescents and young adults can 
understand. 

The Baby Olivia video was reviewed and endorsed by a multidisciplinary team of medical 
experts — including OB-GYNs, pediatricians, embryologists, and molecular biologists — 
and certified by the American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists as 
medically and scientifically accurate. It does not discuss abortion or politics. It simply 
presents verifiable biological facts in a clear, engaging way that supports sound science 
education. 



As both a physician and a mother, I believe our students deserve the truth about how 
human life develops — truth grounded in the best available science, conveyed with 
honesty and respect. When young people understand that life is not a vague or abstract 
concept but a biological continuum that begins at fertilization, they gain not only 
knowledge but a deeper sense of wonder and responsibility. 

I support this bill because students deserve the opportunity to learn what modern 
embryology actually teaches — not ideology, but biology. This legislation affirms the 
importance of truth, transparency, and respect for human life, and it ensures that parents 
remain fully informed and involved in what their children are taught. 

Thank you, Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of 
the Senate Education Committee, for reading my testimony in support of House Bill 485. 

 


