Jena Powell, proponent testimony - Baby Olivia Act

Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony for
House Bill 485, the Baby Olivia Act.

When | first found out | was expecting, | remember staring at that positive pregnancy test—
excited, nervous, and a little overwhelmed. It felt so abstract. | could feel my body
changing, but | didn’t truly understand what was happening inside of me. Then came my
first ultrasound, around ten weeks. | remember sitting in that dark room and seeing my
baby on the screen for the very first time.

My doctor gently pointed things out—“Here’s your baby’s heartbeat, which began beating
just a few weeks ago.” In fact, by around six weeks, that tiny heart is already pulsing
rhythmically. By nine weeks, the beginnings of teeth and taste buds are forming. Around
ten to twelve weeks, the baby begins to move, swallow amniotic fluid, and open and close
its mouth. By fourteen to fifteen weeks, those taste pores are active—meaning the baby
can begin responding to flavors in the amniotic fluid, depending on what the mother eats.
Later in pregnancy, around thirty weeks, babies have been shown to respond with facial
expressions—even subtle smiles or frowns—to those flavors and sensations.

Hearing that from my doctor changed everything for me. It brought the whole experience
out of the abstract and made it deeply real. Suddenly, it wasn’t just about taking prenatal
vitamins, drinking water, or eating healthy—it was about caring for a living, growing child
who depended on me every single day. Seeing that ultrasound and learning those facts
made me understand, in a way words never could, how everything | did mattered.

That’s why House Bill 485 is so important. Sponsored by Representative Melanie Miller, the
Baby Olivia Act ensures that every public school in Ohio includes human growth and
development education for students in grades three through twelve. This instruction will
include a high-definition ultrasound video showing the early development of a baby’s
brain, heart, and other vital organs, as well as the “Meet Baby Olivia” video developed by
Live Action, which visually walks students through each stage of human development from
fertilization to birth.

The purpose of this bill is not political—it’s educational. It gives young Ohioans access to
scientific, factual information about the earliest stages of human life. By seeing what
happens inside the womb—the heartbeat, the movement, the growth—students will gain a
deeper understanding of biology, of life, and of the impact their choices can have on
others.



If we can start that kind of education early—if children grow up not only hearing but seeing
the reality of life inside the womb—it will make an enormous difference. It moves lessons
from the abstract to the tangible. Instead of hearing “don’t drink or smoke during
pregnancy because it’s bad for the baby,” students will understand why—because they’ll
know what’s happening inside the womb. They’ll see when the baby’s heart begins beating,
when the liver starts functioning, when the brain begins to develop. It becomes specific,
understandable, and deeply human.

The Baby Olivia Act gives our students the opportunity to see what so many parents have
witnessed on an ultrasound screen: that human life is not abstract. It’s visible. It’s growing.
And it deserves to be understood and valued.

By teaching the biological reality of human development, we are helping raise a generation
that is not only more scientifically literate but also more empathetic and responsible.

| urge this committee to vote yes on this bill and make it law in Ohio.
Thank you, Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of

the Senate Education Committee, for considering my testimony in support of House Bill
485.



