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Advocating for Life, Faith, and Freedom in the Public Square

To: Members of the Ohio Senate Education Committee
From: Chris Long, President Ohio Christian Alliance
Re: Proponent Testimony H.B. 485 The Baby Olivia Act

| would like to thank Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of
the Senate Education Committee for hearing our testimony today in support of H.B. 485 The Baby Olivia
Act. This legislation will add meaningful classroom instruction on the science of human development. In
recent years, technology has given us a window into the human female womb, letting us see the miracle
of life in its development. H.B. 485 will provide additional updated tools in the classroom to aid in the
instruction of human biology and the science of life itself.

When our students learn about human growth, development, or sexuality, they deserve information
that is grounded in biology and presented in a way that truly helps them appreciate the remarkable
processes of life.

The human development that takes place in the womb is truly miraculous. More change occurs in those
nine months than at any other time in our lives. Ninety percent of a person’s development happens
before birth. From the moment an egg is fertilized, an extraordinary sequence begins.

. First, a high-definition ultrasound video, at least three minutes in duration, showing the
formation of a child’s critical organs throughout pregnancy including the brain, heart, and limbs.

. Second, the “Meet Baby Olivia” animated video, or a substantially similar option that meets high
scientific and educational standards showing the process of fertilization and the early stages of human
development in the womb, noting significant milestones at each stage of pregnancy up to birth.

The Psalmist was aware of the miracle of the development of life in the womb, as he wrote the following
in the book of Psalms: Psalm 139:14-16 “I will praise thee; for | am fearfully and wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. 15. My substance was not hid from thee,
when | was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 16. Thine eyes did see
my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance
were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.

Shakespear wrote in Hamlet, “What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason! How infinite in
faculty! In form and moving how express and admirable! In action how like an angel!”

With the passage of The Baby Olivia Act, H.B. 485, our students will be given video instruction from
updated science accounts of human development.
That is why we urge the committee to pass favorably H.B. 485, The Baby Olivia Act.
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