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Chair Brennan, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the 

Senate Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent 

testimony for House Bill 485, the Baby Olivia Act.  

Good afternoon. My name is Kate Makra, and I am the President of Right to Life Action 

Coalition of Ohio. I am also an attorney, and I have previously served as the Executive 

Director of Cleveland Right to Life as well as the Director of a crisis pregnancy center.  

For more than 10 years, I've led pro-life organizations and advocated for vulnerable 

women and families. Today, I urge you to approve House Bill 485, the Baby Olivia Act, 

because Ohio students deserve to know the science of their own humanity from 

conception.  

HB 485 would require public school students to view a high-definition ultrasound video 

and a 3-minute, medically accurate video on prenatal development, like "Meet Baby 

Olivia." These measures provide scientific education about human development from 

conception and include a parental “opt out” provision to respect family rights. 

This content reflects biology, not propaganda.   

At least 20 other states have introduced similar legislation, most recently South Dakota 

and Utah.  And six states--Tennessee, Iowa, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky and North Dakota-

have already passed their own version of the “Baby Olivia” Act. Lawmakers such as 

Representative Gino Bulso (TN), describe this as scientifically sound human development 

education.     

Importantly, these laws have faced no legal opposition or litigation, underscoring their 

legitimacy. North Dakota’s HB 1265, passed in 2023, championed the 'science of life from 

conception,' while Tennessee’s HB 2435, enacted in 2024, delivered 'medically accurate 

education.'   

Ohio now has the chance to advance this established movement.  



Currently, Ohio’s science curriculum requires teaching animal and plant reproduction 

beginning in the First Grade — for example, the germination of seeds and development 

of frogs — yet inexplicably omits human prenatal development. If we teach the biological  

cycles of plants and animals, why are we do we not also teach students about human 

beings from conception?  

As I previously mentioned, HB 485 includes a parental opt-out provision ensures legal 

fairness, aligning with family rights while delivering factual, science-based education.  

In my work as an advocate for life, I have collaborated with teams providing 

compassionate support to hundreds of women and families dealing with unexpected 

pregnancies, and I have raised funds for free ultrasound screening: screening that shows 

expecting girls and women their babies’ heartbeats.    

Approximately 85% of the time, abortion vulnerable women in this situation choose life 

because they see the unmistakable evidence of life growing within them.   

Many of these girls and women genuinely did not know that their bodies were housing the 

miracle of life. They didn’t know, because all they heard—and all they were taught-- was 

that a fetus is merely 'pregnancy tissue,' a 'clump of cells,' or worse yet not considered 

human.  

This dehumanization of the unborn must stop, and it can only be overcome by teaching 

our young people the truth about the developing child in the womb.    

Thank you, Chair Brennan, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members 

of the Senate Education Committee for listening to my testimony today in support of 

House Bill 485. I would be happy to answer any questions at this time.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


