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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Educa+on Commi0ee, thank you for the opportunity to tes+fy on Senate Bill (SB) 326. My name 
is Paul Imhoff with the Buckeye Associa+on of School Administrators. On behalf of Ohio’s public 
school superintendents, I appreciate the opportunity to share their perspec+ve on SB 326. 

I want to begin my tes+mony by emphasizing our support for the underlying concepts and goals 
of SB 326. We agree that computer science is an area that can be0er prepare our students not 
only for the jobs of tomorrow, but for today’s workforce as well. On behalf of the educa+onal 
leaders of Ohio’s public schools, I want to highlight several areas of the bill that present 
considerable challenges for our school districts to implement. 

One of those challenges is a severe shortage of qualified educators needed to teach a high 
school-level computer science course as currently mandated under the bill. According to the 
Legisla+ve Service Commission, Ohio currently has approximately 1,300 teachers cer+fied to 
teach computer science, while thousands more would be needed to fully implement a 
statewide gradua+on requirement.  

Building this workforce will take +me, and addi+onal state support and investments in 
personnel and training are necessary to ensure successful implementa+on of the bill. Even if 
progress can be made in this area, the availability of educators will not be consistent across the 
state, resul+ng in geographical dispari+es – par+cularly in our poorer and rural areas of the 
state – where qualified educators may be extremely limited or unavailable.  

Another challenge is how a new, one-year curriculum requirement fits into a student’s academic 
experience in high school. On the heels of a new, one-half unit gradua+on requirement in 
financial literacy, the bill creates another requirement that will place pressure on students’ 
ability to pursue their preferred academic pathways. 

As the commi0ee con+nues to evaluate this proposal, we would recommend several 
modifica+ons: 



- Allow schools to integrate computer science educa+on into exis+ng coursework 
aligned to Ohio’s computer science standards, in lieu of a standalone course 
requirement; 

- Allow schools to partner with their joint voca+onal school districts and with the 
comprehensive and compact career-technical schools to deliver the instruc+on; and 

- Deepen the state’s commitment to teacher prepara+on and professional 
development, in conjunc+on with the Teach Computer Science Grant Program.  

Chair Brenner and members of the commi0ee, we appreciate the intent behind this legisla+on 
and want to reinforce our commitment to preparing Ohio’s students for the future. We look 
forward to working with the sponsors and the commi0ee to make changes to the bill that 
balance expanded access to computer science educa+on with the prac+cal reali+es of staffing, 
scheduling, and implanta+on across Ohio’s diverse school districts and the students they serve.   

Thank you for your considera+on. I am happy to answer any ques+ons you may have.  


