
April 10, 2026  
 
 
 
Ohio Senate Education Committee 
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Senators Andrew O. Brenner, Louis W. Blessing III, & Catherine D. Ingram: 
 
I am writing about HB326 which has been referred to the Senate Committee on Education of which you 
are chair, vice-chair, and ranking member.  In this bill, the part that interests me is the part about the 
Classical Learning Test (CLT).  I have been in education for the last 38 years as a teacher and 
administrator and have seen the ACT, SAT, and CLT exams that high school students take.  These are 
formidable exams, and I appreciate the data that has been collected through them.  I have been 
administering the CLT now for 4 years and can honestly say that this test rivals the SAT and presents 
most like the SAT.  The CLT creators have compared the scores of the PSAT and the CLT10.  From this 
chart, I have tracked how my students do on both of these tests.  In general, they are comparable.  Most 
students either score the exact equivalent or come close either coming in a few points lower on the CLT 
or a few points lower on the PSAT.  This indicates to me that one test is not superior to another, and 
that the CLT is therefore a viable option to the SAT or ACT.   
 
As you deliberate this bill, please keep the Classical Learning Test found on lines 27-30 in HB326.  This 
would help Ohio juniors and seniors reduce the number of tests that have to be taken and help students 
focus on the academic work that they are in school for. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Martina Erste 
 
Mrs. Martina Erste 
Program Director for the Steubenville Catholic Central High School Chesterton Academy 
merste@steubenvillecatholiccentral.org 
740-424-3325 
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