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Tes%mony to Senate Educa%on Commi3ee 
Senate Bill 311 – Opponent 

April 14, 2026 
Jeff Talbert, Co-Chair, The Ohio 8 Coali%on & Superintendent, Canton City Schools 

 
Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Educa=on Commi>ee, my name is Jeff Talbert. I am the Co-Chair of The Ohio 8 Coali=on and the 
Superintendent of Canton City Schools. I appreciate the chance to provide tes=mony on behalf of 
our Coali=on as an Opponent to Senate Bill 311, in par=cular the school property, school board, 
and Superintendent licensure provisions.  
 
School Property 
The exis=ng mandate of forced sale of school property does not consider ongoing and typical 
real=es of opera=ng a school district including the impact and implica=ons of the following: 
1. Short- and long-term master facility plans and swing space for construc=on ac=vity and 

planning.  
o Such plans should exempt any underenrolled facili=es that are a part of such plans 

2. Space for school district administra=on.  
o Buildings best u=lized for administrators and related programming should be exempt. 

3. Buildings with special equipment and programming including those that offer performing arts, 
medically fragile student services, and school-based health services, and early learning 
programming have specific space needs.  

o Presently career tech buildings are exempt from exis=ng closure mandates. Other 
programming that is key to student success and parent preferences must not be 
forgo>en and should be exempt.  

4. Rejects the stated preferences of local residents and voters that have been asked to decide 
on the use of and support for school facili=es.  

o Any building impacted by voter approved permeant improvement levies and bond 
issues should be exempt. 

5. Forces the sale of that property to a pre-determined list of organiza=ons instead of a third 
party that could pay at or above market price. 

o This provision has the poten=al to force districts to sell school property below market 
value. This runs counter to what is best for a local district’s ability to manage the 
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community’s investment in us but also to reinvest the proceeds of a sale back into the 
district.  

 
With regard to school property, we ask that you remember the following: 

1. Under enrollment does not mean a building is being underu=lized and should not 
automa=cally mandate closure;  

2. The arbitrary use of “60% enrollment” to trigger closure and forced sale of buildings as 
such ar=ficial thresholds do not reflect the reality of how buildings are u=lized nor how 
districts plan for their use in the short and long term; and 

3. When it comes to the use, sale and reinvestment of school facili=es and property, local 
school districts and their community members are the best and most knowledgeable 
decision makers. 

 
School Board and Superintendent Licensure 
Similar to the tes=mony of our colleagues (BASA, OSBA, and the Alliance) the Ohio 8 Coali=on has 
concerns with provisions in SB 311 that eliminate a school board’s qualified immunity and allow 
the Ohio State Board of Educa=on to revoke a superintendent’s license for purposefully viola=ng 
the law. As it relates to student transporta=on, we believe these puni=ve measures are 
counterproduc=ve. We respecdully request the removal of these provisions and recommend 
instead that the General Assembly consider broader, systemic solu=ons, such as those that the 
Ohio 8 Coali=on has tes=fied to for several budget cycles as well as recommenda=ons iden=fied 
by the Student Transporta=on Workgroup related to clearer defini=on of rule and Ohio Revised 
code of transporta=on ‘imprac=cality’. 
 
The Ohio 8 Coali=on is also suppor=ve of the SB 311’s improvements made to public school 
district governance including:  

• Expanded =melines and improved processes to fill school board vacancies. 
• Streamlined RAPBACK no=fica=ons across all types of schools. 

 
The Ohio 8 Coali=on would like to thank the commi>ee for the considera=on of our tes=mony. I 
am happy to answer any ques=ons you might have. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


