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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the
Senate Education Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to submit written interested
party testimony for Senate Bill (SB) 311. Collectively, our organizations represent public
school board members, superintendents, treasurers/CFOs and other school business
officials from around the state.

Our organizations would first like to thank Senator Brenner for introducing SB 311 and
for working diligently with us to ensure our members’ needs are addressed in this
legislation. While we have made meaningful progress together, we continue to have
concerns regarding several provisions in the bill.

We appreciate the changes made to the unused school facilities sections of SB 311
from earlier iterations, particularly the expanded list of exceptions to involuntary
disposition. We respectfully request the following amendments to further strengthen the
legislation and ensure it includes appropriate guardrails:

¢ Allow school districts to maintain buildings for district operations, including
administrative and support services.

e Preserve district property for anticipated growth or long-term facility planning
needs.

e Require consideration of capacity levels across all district buildings, rather than
focusing solely on a single building’s capacity.

e Allow districts to maintain a building when closure would create undue
transportation burdens for students.
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Additionally, should district property ultimately be sold, we recommend amendments to:

e Ensure that any subsequent sale of the property reflects its value as an
education facility.

e Require that the purchasing entity offer the property back to the original school
district before placing it on the open market.

Our organizations also have concerns with provisions in the bill that eliminate a school
board’s qualified immunity and allow the Ohio State Board of Education to revoke a
superintendent’s license for purposefully violating the law. As it relates to student
transportation, we believe these punitive measures are counterproductive. We
respectfully request the removal of these provisions and recommend instead that the
General Assembly consider broader, systemic solutions, such as those identified by the
Ohio Department of Education and Workforce Student Transportation Workgroup.

We continue to be supportive of the positive improvements made to public school
district governance within SB 311, including:

e Expanded timelines and improved processes to fill school board vacancies,

e Additional licensure flexibilities for out-of-state educators and temporary educator
license holders, and

e Streamlined RAPBACK notifications across all types of schools.

Thank you for your time and consideration of our testimony. We look forward to
continuing to work with the sponsor and members of the Committee to strengthen SB
311.

Sincerely,

Malania Birney, Ohio School Boards Association

Katie Johnson, Ohio Association of School Business Officials
Paul Imhoff, Buckeye Association of School Administrators
Tony Podojil, Alliance for High Quality Education



