CLT

April, 13, 2026

Re: HB 326

To: Honorable Members of the Ohio Senate Education Committee

Dear Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in favor of House Bill 326.

The CLT was founded in 2015 by a former public school teacher and college counselor who came to
recognize widespread frustration with the SAT and ACT. The two exams had again been rewritten in
2014, and the schools and students he worked with had to simply accept the changes whether they liked
them or not because no alternative existed. So, he decided to create the first new college entrance exam
since 1959.

He admits that while most of his friends and colleagues saw the need, the responses he received were
overwhelmingly negative. Most thought he’d be crazy to compete with the College Board and ACT, with
their decades of name recognition and billions of dollars on hand. Many even asked if doing such a thing
was legal — indeed, the SAT and ACT are written into state laws and regulations in every state, providing
them with a regulatory moat that no one had considered challenging.

But he created the CLT anyway with fewer than 100 students in the first testing cohort and only 2 colleges
willing to accept the scores.

The CLT is similar to the SAT and ACT in that it is a similarly structured, nationally standardized
assessment of reading, writing, and math achievement for use in college admission decisions. It is unique
from the other exams, however, in a few key ways. First, two-thirds of the CLT’s reading passages are
sourced from classic works of philosophy, literature, and science — presenting students with
consequential and complex works that any college student should be expected to contend with. Second,
while the CLT’s math section covers highly similar content to the other exams (Algebra I, Algebra II,
Geometry, Trigonometry, data analysis, etc.), it does so without allowing calculators, thus adding an
implicit assessment of students’ fundamental arithmetic skills. The CLT math section also includes
logic/reasoning puzzles, adding a deeper assessment of a students’ numeracy.

The following 11 years have proven the desire for an alternative to the college admissions exam duopoly
among students, families, and educational institutions. Last year we administered nearly 200,000 CLTs,
up from 20,000 just a few years ago. We now partner with more than 340 colleges and universities across
the country, including major public universities such as the U. of Florida, Florida State, U. of Oklahoma,
U. of New Mexico, and the U.S. Service Academies. That number does not include the university systems
of North Carolina, Georgia and Indiana, each of which will soon be accepting the CLT.
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This momentum is in part driven by policymakers in several states who have changed policies to allow for
choice and competition in college admissions testing.

As you consider doing the same via HB326, you may wonder, how can we be sure that the CLT is a valid
and rigorous exam, on par with the two existing options?

In the last two years, the CLT has been reviewed and approved by three state university systems and the
DoD staff who make the ASVAB. Additionally, the departments of education in Florida, Wyoming,
Louisiana, Indiana, and South Carolina have each reviewed and approved of the CLT for various
programs ranging from qualifying students for high school graduation, dual enrollment, publicly funded
scholarships, and satisfying testing requirements in school choice programs. Our concordance has been
used with zero issues by all 340 of our partner colleges, including 12 private institutions of higher
education here in Ohio. And we have now published three predictive validity studies proving that the CLT
is more predictive of first-year college GPA than the SAT, including our latest study with Franciscan U. of
Ohio that found the CLT to be 6% more predictive.

HB326 is a recognition of the need for competition in a marketplace that has remained stagnant since
Dweight Eisenhower was president. We are honored that this committee is considering HB326 and the
CLT.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Michael Torres

Director of Legislative Strategy
Classic Learning Initiatives



