OHIO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NETWORK

A Network of Center for Christian Virtue

Tuesday April 14t 2026
Ohio Senate Education Committee

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate
Education Committee,

I'm Corrinne Vidales and serve as Legal Counsel for the Ohio Christian Education Network (OCEN), a
network of over 200 Catholic and Evangelical Schools throughout the state. Several of these schools
are classical schools, either affiliated with the Association of Classical Christian Schools, Institute for
Catholic Liberal Education, or self-identified as classical in some other way. Just as these schools
emphasize critical thinking and logic skills in their curriculum, the Classical Learning Test discussed
in HB 326 tests for the same. I urge you to support HB 326 and student achievement in all learning
styles.

This bill would not change the existing availability of the ACT and SAT exams. Rather, it would give
students and universities additional measurement options by allowing schools to select their own
nationally standardized assessment. Whereas the SAT has recently adapted its testing style to the
short attention span of the modern high schooler, the CLT has maintained the rigorous standard
that has been a hallmark of university learning since inception.

Many OCEN students will graduate high school and go on to a private Christian College or
University that already accepts the Classical Learning Test (there are more than 300 schools
nationwide accepting CLT) or some other nationally standardized test. It would be in the Ohio’s best
interest to accept CLT, or additional tests, as an entrance exam as a way to maintain academic
excellence and competition with private Universities to attract Ohio’s brightest students.

Additionally, Ohio has recently touted its commitment to literacy through the Governor’s initiatives
and Science of Reading legislation. Adding the CLT, an exam devoted to testing literacy at the
highest level, to the college entrance exam options would illustrate the General Assembly’s
commitment to the same.

OCEN and the nation has recently seen increasing parental demand for classical schools both in new
school start-ups and increased enrollment at existing schools. The CLT is a top assessment of
choice for students, families, teachers, and administrators. Bringing options, like the CLT, to Ohio
state institutions will strengthen our school choice environment, a Core Principle for OCEN schools.

Thank you for your time and support of HB 326.
Corrinne Vidales, Esq.

Legal Counsel
Ohio Christian Education Network
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