TOLEDO REGIONAL
# CHAMBER of COMMERCE

March 12, 2026

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate Education
Committee:

On behalf of the Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce, we are pleased to express our support for Senate
Bill 328, legislation that strengthens career exploration for Ohio students and improves how the state uses
education and workforce data to inform policy and investment.

The Toledo Regional Chamber represents businesses and employers across Northwest Ohio who rely on a
strong, prepared workforce to compete and grow. Our region is home to advanced manufacturing, logistics,
healthcare, construction, and technology employers that continue to expand and modernize. These
industries are creating meaningful career opportunities, but many employers still face persistent challenges
finding workers with the skills, awareness, and preparation needed to enter these fields.

One of the challenges we see most clearly is that many students move through their early educational
experiences without a clear understanding of the career opportunities available in their communities or the
pathways that lead to those opportunities. Earlier and more intentional career exploration can help students
discover their interests and strengths while connecting their education to real-world possibilities.

Senate Bill 328 helps address this challenge by ensuring students receive meaningful career exploration
experiences before entering high school. By helping students understand Ohio’s career pathways, interpret
interest and aptitude assessments, and begin developing academic and career plans earlier, the bill can
make education more relevant and intentional for students across the state.

Importantly, the bill also preserves flexibility for local districts and regions. Schools may build on existing
career exploration programs, embed these experiences within career-technical education pathways, or
partner with community and workforce organizations. This flexibility allows regions like Northwest Ohio to
tailor implementation in ways that reflect local industries and workforce needs.

The bill also includes an important Return on Investment Initiative, which strengthens coordination across
state agencies to better use education and workforce data already collected by the state. For employers and
policymakers alike, having clearer insight into which programs and credentials lead to strong employment
outcomes will support smarter investments and stronger alignment between education and workforce needs.

For our region and for the state, this work is ultimately about helping more students transition successfully
from education into meaningful careers while ensuring Ohio remains competitive in attracting and retaining
employers.

For these reasons, the Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce respectfully urges the committee to support
Senate Bill 328.

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued work on behalf of Ohio’s students and employers.

Sincerely,

Wendy R. Gramza
President and CEO
Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce
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