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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 326, a bill
that will provide the Classic Learning Test (CLT) as an available testing option for public and
chartered nonpublic students seeking to attend a college or university in Ohio.

I am Tom Rhatican, Associate Director with the Catholic Conference of Ohio, which is the
official voice of the Catholic Church and the 363 Catholic chartered nonpublic schools in Ohio.

House Bill 326 will create an opportunity for high school students who have been studying using
a classical learning model and desire a valid and reliable college entrance test that reflects their
learning pedagogy.

In Ohio, more Catholic schools have adopted a classical model of learning, embracing and
applying the classical liberal arts of grammar, logic, and rhetoric across their entire curriculum.
Within this learning model, educators seek to blend essential training with moral, intellectual,
and theological virtues. The CLT offers an opportunity for students to prove their readiness for
college while using a product that respects and embraces their educational choices. It follows the
Church’s support of education policies that promote human formation while seeking academic
excellence.

High school students now wanting to take the CLT might only have the option of sending the test
score to a private school of higher education that accepts the CLT. If HB 326 passes, these same
students can expand their options to Ohio’s public colleges and universities.

The CLT will create a practical alternative to the SAT and ACT, if Ohio students desire it, and
serve as a valid and predictive alternative admissions test for Ohio’s colleges and universities.
Earlier this year, Indiana established the CLT as an entrance exam for all state universities. Most
recently, the CLT joined the ACT and SAT as an admission option for military service
academies.

Once again, thank you for the opportunity to testify in favor of HB 326.
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