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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the
Senate Education Committee:

My name is Kent Scarrett, and | serve as the Executive Director of the Ohio Municipal
League. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 311.

OML represents cities and villages across the state, and we recognize Chair Brenner's
intent to address a range of education-related issues in this legislation. At the outset, we
want to be clear: the Ohio Municipal League does not take a position on the
establishment, expansion, or operation of public schools or chartered nonpublic schools
themselves. Our members value strong educational opportunities in their communities.

However, we write today to express significant concern with the provisions of SB311
that limit local zoning authority.

The bill would prohibit local governments including municipalities from restricting where
schools may be located and would prevent local governments from denying land-use
applications from schools. While we understand the desire to remove barriers, these
provisions would have the practical effect of undermining long-standing local zoning
frameworks that are essential to responsible community planning.

Zoning is one of the most fundamental tools available to local governments. It allows
communities to thoughtfully plan for traffic patterns and infrastructure capacity, public
safety and emergency access, compatibility of land uses with surrounding areas, and
environmental considerations.

Schools, by their nature, are significant land uses. They generate traffic at peak hours,
require adequate infrastructure, and can have substantial impacts on surrounding
properties. Local zoning review is not about preventing schools; it is about ensuring they
are located in places where they can succeed without negatively impacting the broader
community.

The provisions in SB311 would remove a key layer of that local review and replace it
with a broad, one-size-fits-all mandate. In doing so, the bill would represent an
unnecessary preemption of local authority, limiting the ability of locally elected officials
and planning professionals to make decisions based on the unique needs of their
communities.



Existing zoning processes already provide pathways for schools to be approved — often
through permitted or conditional uses — while still allowing for appropriate safeguards
and public input.

We respectfully urge this committee to reconsider these zoning provisions and to work
collaboratively with local governments to ensure that any changes preserve local
flexibility, sound planning principles, and community input.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this legislation.



