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Dear Legislators,

I am the Founder and Headmaster of both the Chesterton Academy of Akron and Saint Thomas More 
Junior Classical, a classical high school and its middle school.  On behalf of them, their families, my staff, 
and all of our partners I would like to urge you to support adding the Classic Learning Test to the list of 
examinations recognized for both high school graduation and college admission in our state.

Chesterton Academies are a nationwide organization of classical schools with four currently in operation 
in Ohio.  Working in the national space makes me confident in saying that Ohio is a leader in creating an 
environment open to diverse methods of education and setting students up for success in order to 
create citizens and leaders for our state.

A great way to build on this leadership is to embrace the proposed expansion of acceptance of the CLT 
in Ohio as an equal means of evaluation to the ACT and SAT in the that of Ohio. The CLT has a proven 
track record of success, especially having been used at numbers of Chesterton Academies as well as 
many primary schools, secondary schools, colleges, and universities – some of which are here in Ohio.

Adopting the CLT for graduation requirements would immediately simplify our work. We already use the 
CLT for admissions – not only for the aforementioned success in measuring aptitude in the areas  
language, grammar, mathematics, and so forth – but to also help us gauge each student’s familiarity 
with classical material. Allowing the same instrument for graduation would save the time needed to 
administer, score, and report a second, unrelated test.  This allows more time dedicated to instruction 
and formation as well as a more standardized data set in order to track growth from the beginning of 
freshman year through to graduation without the noise of mismatched assessments.

Finally, including the CLT expands meaningful choice for every Ohio family and every college admissions 
office. It gives students formed in the classical tradition an assessment that honors their formation 
rather than penalizing it. Greater diversity of testing options does not dilute standards; it upholds the 
diversity of excellent educational pathways our state already supports.

Sincerely,

Rocco G. Galizio
Founder & Headmaster
Chesterton Academy of Akron
Saint Thomas More Junior Classical


