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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Ohio Senate
Education Committee. My name is Jeff Wensing. | am a high school math teacher from Parma City
Schools and currently serve as President of the Ohio Education Association (OEA). On behalf of the
nearly 120,000 members of the OEA, thank you for the opportunity to share our concerns about Senate
Bill (SB) 311.

The Ohio Education Association recommends removal of the following provisions in Senate Bill 311:

e Improper student support: These provisions appear unnecessary with regard to school districts
and educators, as similar issues are prohibited through the Licensure Code of Professional
Conduct for Educators, district policy, testing rules, Ohio law, and related regulations. Instead
of creating additional regulations for school districts and educators, these issues are best
addressed through existing accountability mechanisms at the school district level and by the
State Board of Education. The bill goes too far in creating an overbroad and unfocussed legal
cause of action for the Ohio Attorney General to threaten civil fines of $5,000 “per violation.” The
bill also creates a civil cause of action for so-called “sponsors,” the definition of which is unclear,
to also sue for up to $5,000 if these plaintiffs believe they are “aggrieved” (undefined by the bill),
plus another $2,500 of public money for attorney’s fees, etc. These provisions in the bill will likely
contribute to creating a more litigious and costly school system by forcing the state government
to sue its own political subdivisions in order to force issues onto the court system that are
already addressed at other levels, and that are not particularly well-suited for the court’s inquiry
and resolution.

e Allows a school district superintendent to knowingly violate the law if acting under the
direction of the local school board: OEA opposes special rules that grant immunity to school
superintendents that knowingly violate the law.

e Involuntary disposition of school district property: OEA opposes efforts by the state
government to control the sale or retention of school district facilities. Local communities make
enormous investments in school district facilities and perspectives about the use of a particular
school building are highly local in nature. These buildings belong to school districts and local
communities, where decisions about their fate should remain.

Thank you for your consideration. OEA stands ready to work with the sponsor and the committee to
further elaborate and address these concerns.
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