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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate Education
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Senate Bill 328.

My name is Willa Bluestone, and | am here on behalf of the Ohio Life Sciences Association,
representing Ohio’s 4,900 life sciences establishments and our network of innovative companies,
research institutions, and workforce partners advancing one of Ohio’s fastest-growing industries.

We are proud to support Senate Bill 328 and are appreciative of Senator Koehler’s thoughtful
dedication to this issue.

At its core, this legislation recoghizes something we see every day in our work: students need
earlier, clearer, and more meaningful exposure to the wide range of career opportunities available
to them. Too often, students move through middle and high school without a clear understanding
of how their education connects to real-world careers.

SB 328 changes that trajectory—starting in middle school.

By introducing structured career exploration between grades 6 and 8, this bill enables students to
begin approaching their education through a more career-oriented lens at a critical stage in their
development. Rather than waiting until high school—or even after graduation—students will have
the opportunity to explore their interests, understand their strengths, and connect those to tangible
career pathways.

This is especially important in an industry like life sciences where awareness and early exposure
are critical.

The OLS Association has already been working toward this goal through initiatives like
BioPathways, our K-12 career awareness program designed to introduce students and teachers
to the breadth of opportunities within the life sciences industry. Through BioPathways, we are
helping translate complex, rapidly evolving career pathways into content that is engaging,
accessible, and relevant for students, educators, and families.

However, efforts like these also highlight a critical reality: while strong programs exist, they are not
yet reaching every student in a consistent or coordinated way.

Senate Bill 328 helps create the structure needed to ensure that every student in Ohio—
regardless of their school’s size, geography, or resources—has access to meaningful career
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exploration opportunities. This level of coordination is essential to ensuring equity of exposure
and opportunity across the state.

Just as importantly, these early experiences do more than inform students—they empower them.

By connecting education to real-world pathways, students begin to develop a stronger sense of
agency, ownership, and self-direction over their futures. They are not simply reacting to the
options in front of them; they are learning how to evaluate those options, understand the long-term
implications of their choices, and make informed decisions about the paths they pursue.

That kind of awareness is vital. It ensures that the next generation is not only prepared to take on
the challenges and opportunities they encounter, but equipped to fully understand the significance
of their decisions—and to shape their futures with intention.

The life sciences sector offers an incredibly diverse range of career opportunities—from research
and development to advanced manufacturing, quality assurance, logistics, and regulatory affairs.
Many of these roles are evolving rapidly alongside scientific and technological advancements, and
an increasing number do not require a traditional two- or four-year degree. These are high-quality,
meaningful careers, with starting wages significantly above the state average—often 40 percent
higher.

However, awareness of these opportunities does not happen organically.

It requires intentional, coordinated outreach—not just to students, but to educators, school
counselors, and parents. It requires modern, relevant, and accessible materials that reflect the
realities of today’s workforce. And it requires strong partnerships between education and industry.

That is where Ohio Life Sciences and our network of partners stand ready to contribute.

Our members are eager to work alongside schools, districts, and the state to help develop and
deliver career pathway materials that best serve students.

SB 328 explicitly allows for these types of partnerships, recognizing that employers and industry
organizations are critical to bringing career exploration to life.

Just as importantly, this bill is not about adding burdens—it is about improving alignment.
By leveraging existing funding streams, integrating career exploration into current coursework, and
allowing flexibility in how districts implement programming, SB 328 reduces fragmentation and

strengthens the connection between education and potential employers.

The inclusion of the Education and Workforce Return on Investment Initiative is another critical
component. By better utilizing the data the state already collects, Ohio will be able to understand
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which programs are truly delivering value for students—tracking outcomes like employment,
wages, and credential attainment—without creating new reporting burdens for schools.

This is essential not only for accountability, but for continuous improvement.

Forindustries like ours—where workforce needs are evolving rapidly—having access to better data
will allow the state to refine programs, target investments, and ensure that students are being
prepared for real, in-demand careers.

Ultimately, Senate Bill 328 is about more than career exploration.

It is about helping students make informed decisions. It is about ensuring that every student—
regardless of their path after high school—has access to opportunity. And it is about better
preparing Ohio’s future workforce to be fully engaged, productive members of society.

We believe this bill represents a thoughtful, collaborative approach to strengthening Ohio’s
education-to-workforce pipeline, and we are committed to being an active partner in its
implementation.

Once again, Chair Brenner and Members of the Senate Education Committee, thank you for your
time and consideration. | would be happy to answer any questions.
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