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CHESTERTON ACADEMY
OF ST. JOSEPH
(937)609-5318 | 954 N. Maple Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324 | info@casjdayton.org

Dear Ohio Legislators,

The Chesterton Academy of St. Joseph - a classical high school in Greene County -
strongly supports HB 326.

We have been using the CLT for the last several years to assess our students' college
readiness and track their academic growth. We have found it to be convenient and
well alignhed with our educational model and values. As a normed, valid, reliable and
nationally accepted test, it does the work of the SAT/ACT with other benefits.

The reading comprehension section is drawn from time-tested sources - the sorts of
things | want my children to read and think over. These readings are robust and
longer than social media posts. As students grow into the voting citizens of our
community, needing to weigh complex issues, they must be able to read and
comprehend more than just headlines. Its quantitative section is designed to be
calculator-free emphasizing mathematical and logical thinking over calculator
adroitness — which | personally support as a math teacher for 15 years. The CLT rightly
maintains analogy questions since understanding analogy or metaphor is crucial for
logical thinking and rhetorical speaking.

We have seen that there will always be some amount of “teaching to the test.” When
the SAT shifted focus, many curricula followed. This is another reason that we as a
school value choice among different assessments. Since a standardized test is, at
least subtly, going to affect what is taught, we need to have the option that is
aligned with our discerned curriculum.

When applying to colleges, our students send their scores to many of the hundreds
of colleges and universities that currently accept the CLT. This list includes private, as
well as state university systems; however, the Ohio state system is not yet on that list.
But we can change that.

Sincerely,

B

Nathaniel Beckman
Headmaster
Chesterton Academy of St. Joseph



