
OHIO SENATE
Committee on Education Minutes

April 14, 2026
136th General Assembly

The Senate Committee on Education was called to order pursuant to the meeting notice at 
approximately 3:03 p.m. in the Senate South Hearing Room of the Statehouse. 

Attendance was taken. A quorum was present.

The minutes of the March 24, 2026 committee meeting were approved.

The Chair called up S.B. 290 for its fourth hearing.

Senator Blessing motioned to amend with AM 1628 (LSC technical). The motion was agreed to 
without objection.

Senator Blessing motioned to amend with AM 2187 (requires public and chartered non-public 
schools to purchase and install at least one secure master key lock box on every building with an 
IRN from DEW. Requires the district or school to install secure master key boxes in optimal 
locations for law enforcement and ensure the information and keys kept in the box are in current 
operable form).

Senator Ingram motioned to amend with AM 2193 (increase the amount appropriated to the school 
safety grant ALI administered through AGO by $5 million). Senator Blessing motioned to table the 
amendment. The motion was agreed to by a vote of 4-2.

The following Interested Party testimony was provided:

Tom Rhatican, Catholic Conference of Ohio (Written Testimony Only)

The Chair called up a presentation by the Ohio Educational Service Center Association.

Remarks were provided by Craig Burford.

The Chair called up H.B. 400 for an informal hearing.

Senator Manchester provided sponsor testimony.

The Chair called up H.B. 326 for its fourth hearing.

The following proponent testimony was provided:

Michael Torres, Classical Learning Test (Written Testimony)
Nathanael Beckman, Chesterton Academy of St. Joseph (Written Testimony)
Rocco G. Galizio, Chesterton Academy of Akron (Written Testimony)
Michael J. McKenna, Mars Hill Academy (Written Testimony Only)
Tom Rhatican, Catholic Conference of Ohio (Written Testimony Only)

The Chair called up S.B. 326 for its second hearing.



The following testimony was provided:

Chris Orban, Self - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Martina Erste, Stuebenville Catholic Central High School Chesterton Academy - Proponent 
(Written Testimony Only)
Corrinne Vidales, Ohio Christian Education Network - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
John Dutton, CSTA - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)

The Chair called up S.B. 328 for its fifth hearing.

 The following testimony was provided:

Willa Bluestone, Ohio Life Sciences Association - Proponent (Written Testimony)
Joshua Hawley, John Glenn College of Public Affairs - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Prince Ohilebo Garuba, Ohio Association of Goodwill Industries - Proponent (Written Testimony 
Only)
Wendy Gramza, Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
Susan Ertle, Friendship of Breakthrough Public Schools - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
David Civittolo, Ohio State University - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)

The Chair called up S.B. 311 for its third hearing.

The following testimony was provided:

Jeff Talbert, The Ohio 8 Coalition - Opponent (Written Testimony)
Jeff Wensing, Ohio Education Association - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Malania Birney, Paul Imhoff, Katie Johnson, Tony Podojil, OSBA, BASA, OASBO, AHQE - 
Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Kent Scarrett, Ohio Municipal League - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)

The Chair called up H.B. 455 for its fourth hearing.

The following Interested Party was provided:

Melissa Cropper, Ohio Federation of Teachers (Written Testimony Only)
Jon Honeck, Ohio Job and Family Services Directors' Association (Written Testimony Only)

The committee adjourned at approximately 4:42 p.m.

Andrew O. Brenner, Chair


