TESTIMONY OF MIKE WOYTEK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OHIO ACADEMY OF
SCIENCE ON S.B. 328 BEFORE THE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Mr. Chairman Brenner, Mr. Vice Chairman Blessing, Madam Ranking Member Ingram,
Members of the Committee. My name is Mike Woytek, and | am the Executive Director of the
Ohio Academy of Science. The Academy has been advancing scientific and STEM education for
Ohioans since 1891. While | cannot personally claim credit for our work during the McKinley
Administration, my predecessors and | have dedicated our mission to inspiring young Ohioans
toward careers in science, mathematics, engineering, and the technical disciplines that drive
Ohio's economy. Today, our work reaches tens of thousands of students each year through
programs that include State Science Day, now in its eighth decade, and Ohio STEP, our STEM
entrepreneurship program.

It is my pleasure to speak in support of Sen. Kyle Koehler's S.B. 328; a bill that, if passed and
implemented, will open meaningful pathways to high-wage careers for Ohioans. For years, this
General Assembly has rightly prioritized career-oriented education, with career-technical
education serving as a centerpiece of that work. S.B. 328 builds on that foundation. It brings
career exploration, planning, and real-world exposure into every middle school in Ohio, reaching
students who will continue into traditional CTE, those who will go directly into the workforce,
and those who will go on to college to study STEM.

The bill responds to what Ohio's employers and colleges have been telling us: students arrive
better prepared when they have begun thinking seriously about what comes next. Career
coaching is the connective tissue that makes that thinking possible, and the bill's call for a
statewide career coaching framework is one |1 am here to heartily endorse. The Academy's
experience with that kind of work has come through judging, mentorship, and feedback on
student research: practicing scientists, engineers, and industry professionals sitting down with
students and taking their work seriously. We have seen first-hand how a single substantive
conversation of that kind can change a young person's trajectory.

Brynn McGrail will tell you her earliest science fair projects were quite basic. Through
mentorship in our programs during her time at Delaware Hayes High School, she iterated those
early ideas into a working proof of concept for using duckweed, a common aquatic plant, as a
commercial-grade fertilizer. Unknowingly, she was independently studying a field that is now
valued at roughly $500 million and projected to reach $1 billion by 2030. Brynn is graduating
this spring with a bachelor’s degree in environmental engineering from the University of



Cincinnati and has accepted a position at the Department of Energy's Pacific Northwest National
Laboratories. She gives back by returning to Ohio's students as a judge and mentor herself.

Peeyush Shrivastava began serious cardiovascular research as a middle schooler. The mentors
and judges who evaluated his projects through multiple years of State Science Day were part of
how he was selected as an Intel Science Talent Search finalist. Months after graduating high
school in 2013, he co-founded Genetesis, a medical device company that eventually raised more
than $40 million, secured FDA approvals, and was acquired twelve years later by a major
technology company. Peeyush is now a Principal at the Ohio Fund, and, like Brynn, gives his
time back to the students coming up behind him.

Professional development for educators is just as important as the student side of this equation.
The teachers in front of Ohio's classrooms are subject-matter experts, not career counselors, and
they should not be expected, on their own, to translate their expertise into structured, career-
connected experiences for their students. Professional development is what builds that bridge,
and we have watched it do so for educators in our programs.

Bill Fischer, an engineering teacher, and STEM department chair at Cornerstone Christian
Academy, is a useful example. He and his colleagues considered bringing Ohio STEP into their
classrooms for roughly five years before he decided to take it on. He started with one of our
statewide webinars, stayed in touch with our team throughout the year, and submitted two
student projects to competition. When he extended the program to his high schoolers the
following year, he committed to our eight-hour professional development session to learn the
high school commercialization pathway, using it to provide career-connected experiences to a
new cohort. He is a subject-matter expert in engineering. The professional development is what
let him give his students an experience from which they could grow and flourish on their own.

S.B. 328's focus on the 8th grade as a turning point matches what we have observed in Ohio
STEP and at State Science Day. Our 8th-grade participants enter high school with a clearer sense
of what interests them and a sharper understanding of how their coursework connects to a future.
Twelve- and thirteen-year-olds are ready to begin that work. The 8th grade is the right time, and
asking students to take it seriously at that age does not push them too early, it gives them the
runway they need to make their high school years count.

I would also commend the bill's establishment of the Education and Workforce Return on
Investment Initiative. Good policy requires good data, and Ohio has, until now, asked educators
and students to make career decisions without a clear view of which programs lead to which
outcomes. The Initiative draws on assets that already exist across multiple state agencies and
puts them to work for educators, policymakers, and most importantly for the students and
families who deserve to know which paths actually lead where. That clarity will be of enormous
value to Ohio's graduating seniors.

S.B. 328 is the right approach for this moment. This General Assembly has already shown that
thoughtful policy can move the needle: the remediation rate for Ohioans entering college has
fallen and college readiness has improved because of measures this body has passed in recent
years. S.B. 328 is the next step in that work. Passing and implementing it will help Ohio close



the remaining gap and deliver meaningful career paths for students prepared for their futures,
whether those futures lie in college, in the skilled trades, or directly in Ohio's workforce.

The Ohio Academy of Science supports this bill in part because the approach it lays out is one
we have already watched work. We operate at a smaller scale, but with results clear enough to
convince us that scaling similar models statewide will benefit Ohio's students broadly, not only
those who happen to find their way into our programs. We respectfully urge the Committee to
pass this legislation and extend that success to many more students. The successful pilot is a
familiar pattern in science: a model proves itself in a controlled setting, and then we scale it. S.B.
328 is needed, it is well-considered, and it will make a lasting, positive difference in the lives of
Ohioans when implemented.

| thank the Committee for your time, and | am happy to answer any questions you may have.



