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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the Senate
Education Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in opposition
of Senate Bill (SB) 127.

While I currently serve as a member of the New Philadelphia City Schools Board of Education, I
am writing to you today strictly in my individual capacity as a concerned resident and parent.

I agree with the core intent of SB 127, that every child in Ohio deserves a high-quality education.
However, I am deeply concerned that this legislation will lead to unintended consequences that
will harm students who have the greatest needs.

I am concerned about this bill's reliance on a percentage-based definition of a "poor performing"
school. SB 127 proposes that any school ranked in the state’s bottom 5% of the performance
index and the bottom 10% of the value-added dimension for three consecutive years be closed or
undergo remedial action. By using a fixed percentage, the state ensures that a bottom tier will
always exist, even if every school in Ohio is meeting or exceeding state standards. This creates a
cycle of perpetual restructuring that destabilizes our communities and leads to the annual
elimination of school buildings without clear parameters to prevent it.

Ohio already has a comprehensive academic improvement infrastructure in place known as the
Ohio Improvement Process. This system is aligned with federal standards and provides
extensive, proven supports through the Department of Education and Workforce. Data shows this
existing process is working. In 2018, 127 public schools were identified as needing
comprehensive support, by 2022, that number had dropped to 32.

If there are concerns with Ohio's academic performance, I urge this committee to focus on
strengthening our existing improvement systems rather than forcing the closure of our public
schools.

Thank you for your consideration of this testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Fontana



