
 

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, 

My name is Holly Thomas, and I am a public school educator from Northwest Ohio with 20 
years of experience serving students in Ohio public schools, including Title I schools. I am also 
a certified dyslexia specialist. I respectfully submit testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 127. 

SB 127 is presented as a school improvement bill, but in practice it is a direct attack on local 
control, workers’ rights, and the voices of parents and communities. 

This bill would expand the criteria used to label schools as “underperforming,” while continuing 
to rely heavily on problematic standardized testing data that often fails to reflect the real 
challenges students and schools face every day. Test scores alone cannot measure poverty, 
chronic absenteeism, mental health needs, staffing shortages, trauma, or the growing lack of 
resources facing Ohio schools. 

Rather than addressing those root causes, SB 127 proposes punitive measures that could force 
districts to: 

●​ close neighborhood schools, 
●​ replace educators and staff, 
●​ hand schools over to outside operators with no connection to the community, 
●​ and override local collective bargaining agreements. 

These are massive decisions that would permanently affect students, families, educators, and 
entire communities — yet this bill allows those decisions to be driven largely by the state rather 
than by locally elected school boards and the families directly impacted. 

Parents deserve a meaningful voice in their children’s education. Under SB 127, parents could 
lose the ability to keep their child in their neighborhood school while outside entities make 
decisions behind closed doors with little meaningful community involvement. 

As an educator, I can say clearly: our students deserve safe, equitable, fully resourced, 
engaging schools in their own communities. In most cases, closing local schools harms 
communities, destabilizes students, and weakens neighborhoods. Ohio taxpayers have already 
invested millions into local school buildings and programs. Mandatory closures would squander 
those investments while disrupting students’ education and community stability. 

SB 127 also threatens workers’ rights by overriding collective bargaining agreements and 
creating the potential for mass staff displacement. At a time when Ohio schools are already 
facing educator shortages and burnout, legislation that increases instability and drives 
educators away from the profession is deeply concerning. 



Districts across Ohio are already struggling financially. Schools continue to face funding 
uncertainty while many communities are repeatedly asked to pass local levies simply to 
maintain current operations. Educators are already managing increasing academic 
expectations, student behavioral needs, mental health concerns, intervention requirements, and 
staffing shortages — often without adequate state support. 

This bill punishes schools without adequately addressing the real issues impacting student 
success: 

●​ poverty, 
●​ lack of mental health resources, 
●​ chronic underfunding, 
●​ and educator shortages. 

Ohio should be partnering with communities to strengthen schools, not stripping communities of 
their voice and destabilizing local districts through state-controlled mandates. 

I respectfully urge the committee to oppose SB 127 and instead work collaboratively with 
educators, parents, school boards, and communities on solutions that truly support students and 
strengthen public education in Ohio. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 


