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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 311. My 
name is Melissa Cropper, and I serve as the President of the Ohio Federation of Teachers. OFT 
represents active and retired teachers in traditional and charter schools, support staff, higher 
education faculty and staff, library employees, and social workers. 
 
We appreciate the intent of Senate Bill 311 to address important issues related to school safety, 
governance, and educator licensure. However, we have concerns with several provisions that 
may have unintended consequences for educators, students, and public education systems. 
 
Educator Licensure and Preparation 
OFT recognizes the importance of addressing workforce challenges and ensuring that qualified 
educators can enter and remain in the profession. However, we remain cautious of the 
provisions in SB 311 that eliminate coursework requirements tied to educator licensure. 
 
The bill exempts certain out-of-state educators from completing required coursework in the 
teaching of reading if they pass the Foundations of Reading exam on their first attempt. While 
demonstrating content knowledge is important, passing a single assessment should not be 
viewed as a substitute for comprehensive, research-based training in how to effectively teach 
reading. High-quality literacy instruction requires not only knowledge of content, but also the 
ability to apply evidence-based instructional practices to meet the needs of diverse learners. 
 
At a time when Ohio has made significant efforts to strengthen literacy instruction and improve 
student outcomes, these provisions risk lowering standards for educator preparation. OFT 
encourages the committee to consider a balanced approach that maintains rigorous preparation 
standards while addressing workforce needs. 
 
Disposition of School District Property 
OFT encourages the committee to ensure that any provision requiring school districts to sell 
“unused school facilities” does not create unintended consequences for educators or school 
districts.  
 
There are a multitude of considerations made by school districts as it relates to the 
management of property, and OFT urges the committee to ensure that flexible planning in such 
management is supported. We share the sentiments of other organizations who have testified to 
this committee that as it relates to the use and repurposing of school facilities and property, local 
communities are best equipped to make such decisions.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

Zoning 
OFT also opposes the provisions in the bill that override local zoning decisions as it relates to 
school buildings– provisions that by LSC’s own analysis, may constitutionally violate Home 
Rule.  County, township, and municipal corporations make specific zoning decisions based off of 
a set of criteria that fits that community’s needs; much of these rules mean to safeguard 
localities.  
 
Local zoning decisions are among the most important tools communities have to determine how 
neighborhoods grow, where public resources are directed, and how residents participate in 
decisions that directly affect their communities. These changes are especially concerning for 
underserved communities. Removing the authority of these communities to have a voice in 
development decisions may impact their ability to have a say in issues like housing affordability, 
displacement, infrastructure, traffic, environmental conditions, and access to public services. 
 
Municipalities and townships are best positioned to understand the unique needs of their 
residents, schools, and local infrastructure. One-size-fits-all restrictions from the state legislature 
ignore the realities facing different communities across Ohio and diminish the role local 
residents and public school districts play in shaping their own neighborhoods. 
 
Conclusion 
We urge the committee to carefully review provisions related to licensure, the sale of school 
property, and zoning, to ensure they support students and educators without creating 
unintended consequences. Thoughtful revisions in these areas will strengthen the bill and better 
support Ohio’s public education system. 


