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Senate Bill 400 

Written Proponent Testimony of Travis Gulling 

Simon Kenton Council 

 

Chairman Brenner, Vice Chairman Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the 

Senate Education Committee, 

 

My name is Travis Gulling, CEO and Scout Executive of the Simon Kenton Council (SKC), a 

regional council of Scouting America. On behalf of our more than 11,000 young members and the 

4,500 adult volunteers who show up for them every single week across 18 counties in Central and 

Southern Ohio, I am pleased to submit proponent testimony in strong support of Senate Bill 400. 

We commend Senator Manchester and her co-sponsors, Senators Koehler, Lang, and Reineke, for 

their commitment to Ohio’s young people and for recognizing that the extracurricular 

organizations serving them deserve a clear, credible standard of excellence. 

 

SKC delivers the Scouting program to youth across Central and South-Central Ohio. We help kids 

build campfires for the first time, earn Eagle Scout by leading real service projects in their 

neighborhoods, and discover that they are more capable than they ever imagined. These are core 

memories they carry with them for life. Our 4,500 adult volunteers delivered more than 500,000 

hours of service to their communities last year, and Eagle Scouts alone contributed more than 

30,000 service hours, representing $935,400 in direct value to Ohio. 

 

Scouts develop problem-solving under pressure, teamwork, project management, and ethical 

leadership. These are precisely the skills that Ohio employers consistently identify as hardest to 

find in young hires. An Eagle Scout project is not a merit badge exercise; it is a young person 

conceiving, planning, budgeting, and executing a real community improvement initiative from 

start to finish, often managing a team of adult volunteers in the process. SKC’s 234 Eagle Scouts 

from last year alone represent 234 young Ohioans who have already demonstrated they are ready 

to lead, engage in their communities, and engage in Ohio’s workforce. Multiply that across a 

generation of Scouts, and the return on investment for Ohio's economy is substantial. 

 

SKC strongly supports Senate Bill 400 because its designation requirements reflect standards we 

already hold ourselves to and believe every organization serving Ohio’s youth should meet. We 

maintain rigorous youth protection policies and safety protocols, operate year-round programming 

across multiple counties, employ qualified professional staff, and submit to annual independent 

financial audits. We have done these things not because the law asked for it, but because the 

families who trust us with their children require it. Senate Bill 400 would allow organizations like  
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ours to have the weight of a state designation attached to our name. 

 

The outcomes data bear out what our volunteers see every week. 96% of Scouts report that 

Scouting improved their leadership skills. 95% percent say it helped them develop their character. 

91% percent say it taught them to work better with others, and three-quarters say Scouting inspired 

them to volunteer in their community. These are not outcomes produced by accident; they are the 

result of consistent, structured programming delivered by trained adults in a safe environment. 

That is precisely the kind of organization Senate Bill 400 is designed to recognize. 

 

The “High-Quality Youth Development Program” designation has real practical benefits. For 

parents weighing whether to enroll their child in an extra-curricular activity, a state-recognized 

designation provides assurance that the organization meets rigorous safety and programming 

standards. For legislators evaluating future capital and operating budget requests, this designation 

establishes an objective, independently verified baseline of organizational quality. But there is a 

prerequisite to any of these benefits that Senate Bill 400 does not yet address: designated 

organizations must be able to reach Ohio’s children. That is why our organization, joined by the 

ten other Scouting Councils across Ohio, respectfully urges this Committee to consider a related 

amendment. 

 

Recommended Amendment: Ensuring School Access for Patriotic Youth Organizations 

 

A state designation only means something if designated organizations can get in front of the young 

people they are designed to serve. The unfortunate truth is that, all too often, they cannot. Since 

the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted in-school recruitment, 74% of Ohio school districts now 

provide no or limited access to Scouting America or similar organizations to recruit within their 

schools. The result has been a nearly 50% decline in membership since 2019 not because families 

stopped valuing what Scouting offers, but Scouts lost the primary pathway through which Ohio 

families learned Scouting was available to them. A child whose school does not allow Scouting to 

visit is a child who may never know what they are missing. 

 

Under the current patchwork of school-by-school policies, a child in one district may have full 

access to Scouting while a child in a neighboring district has none based on nothing more than the 

discretion of local administrators. Children in under-resourced communities, who stand to benefit 

most from the leadership development and mentorship that Scouting provides, are often the least 

likely to be reached. A uniform statewide standard would ensure that every Ohio child has the 

same opportunity to participate in programs that the state itself has recognized as high-quality. 

 

SKC recommends the Committee consider adding amendment language modeled on legislation 

that has already passed with strong bipartisan support in Florida, Indiana, Louisiana, and 

Tennessee: 
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• Allow patriotic organizations as defined by Title 36, U.S.C. §§ 30101, 30901, 31101, 

40301, 70901, 80301, 130501, 140101, and 154101, to recruit in all public and charter 

schools across the state of Ohio. 

• Allow a patriotic organization the opportunity to speak to each classroom within a school 

and distribute informational materials, limited to 10 minutes per classroom so as not to 

disrupt the learning environment. 

 

A one-pager detailing this amendment request has been attached to the end of this testimony. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Senate Bill 400 is good legislation, and the Simon Kenton Council urges this Committee to pass 

it. Pairing it with school access language would make it truly transformational and give Ohio a 

mechanism not just to recognize high-quality youth development organizations, but to ensure those 

organizations can fulfill their mission. We look forward to continuing to work with members of 

the General Assembly toward both goals, and we are grateful for the Committee’s time and 

consideration of this testimony. 

 

I welcome the opportunity to discuss Senate Bill 400, the school access amendment, or the Simon 

Kenton Council’s work in more detail at your convenience. Please feel free to reach out at any 

time at travis.gulling@scouting.org. 



 

 

Support Scouting Access in Ohio Schools 
 

The Simon Kenton Council of Scouting America delivers the Scouting program, which is rooted in fun, 

friendships, and creating unforgettable experiences that become the core memories kids carry with them for life. 

Scouting helps youth develop life skills and grow into the best version of themselves by shaping confident, 

compassionate and capable future leaders.  

 

Simon Kenton Council Impact  
 

• Over 11,000 Youth served in 2024 

• 4,500 adult volunteers delivering over 500,000 volunteer hours in 

their community  

• 18 Counties in Central and Southern Ohio 

• 234 Scouts earned the rank of Eagle Scout, each completing a 

project that benefits their community 

• $935,400 in community service value through more than 30,000 

volunteer hours 

 

Why Scouting Matters for Ohio’s Youth 

 

• Builds Future Leaders: 96% of Scouts say scouting improved their leadership skills 

• Develops Good Citizens: 95% of Scouts say that Scouting helps character development  

• Teaches Life Skills: 91% of Scouts say scouting taught them to work better with others 

• Fosters Civic Engagement: 76% of Scouts say Scouting inspired them to volunteer in their community 

 

 

The Challenge: Limited Recruitment Access in Schools 

 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic shut down schools in Ohio, 74% of school districts across the state of Ohio 

provide no or limited access to Scouting America to recruit in their schools. Since 2019, our organization has 

had a drop in membership of nearly 50%. 

 

Proposed Legislative Solution: Ensure Equal Access for Patriotic Youth Organizations 

 

• Allow patriotic organizations as defined by Title 36, U.S.C. ss. 30101, 30901, 31101, 40301, 70901, 

80301, 130501, 140101, and 154101, to recruit in all public and charter schools across the state of Ohio. 

• Allow a patriotic organization the opportunity to speak to each classroom within a school and 

distribute information materials in the classroom. This is to be limited to 10 minutes per classroom so as 

not to disrupt their learning. 

• Similar legislation has been passed in Florida, Indiana, and Tennessee with strong bipartisan support. 

 

This bill would enhance membership for Scouting and similar organizations across Ohio. With more youth 

participating in patriotic programs, our state’s future is brighter by preparing our youth to lead with strong moral 

compasses. 

www.skcscouts.org 


