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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Abigail Drennen. I am a parent of two 
children who attend Case Elementary School with Akron Public Schools, as well as a 
graduate of Public Schools. I am strongly opposed to Ohio SB 127. 

There are many things wrong with this bill, but the main point I would like to make today is 
that this bill would essentially nullify investment the Akron community has made in our 
public education buildings since 2003.  

In 2003, Akron voters approved a .25% income tax increase to support the renovation and 
rebuilding of nearly ALL the school buildings in our district. As a community, we agreed to a 
30-year formal partnership that would allow our district to receive updated school 
buildings that would also function as community centers in Akron.  

In 2003, the average age of our school buildings was between 80 and 90 years old. Then-
Mayor, Don Plusquellic worked through a solution to unlock available funds to rebuild our 
school buildings. 35 Community Learning Centers were built to provide a safe place for our 
students to learn and a safe place for our community members to gather.  

If this bill moves forward, our community, the city of Akron will lose the ownership and 
control of these buildings that we have paid for over the last 20 years, but most importantly 
(and most concerning) it would take away school buildings in our student’s neighborhoods.  

I ask you to consider my testimony and stop this harmful and unnecessary bill from moving 
forward. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.  

 

Sincerely, 

Abigail Drennen 
81 Mayfield Ave  
Akron, OH 44313  


