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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee: thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 400. My name is
Beth Tsvetkoff and | am the Executive Director of the Ohio Alliance of YMCAs.

The Ohio Alliance of YMCAs is a nonprofit organization that represents Ohio’s YMCAs. Ohio
YMCAs are in 164 communities around the state, and serve 1.9 million Ohioans, both children
and adults. Ohio YMCAs are the largest childcare provider in Ohio, providing care for over
200,000 children each year.

Youth development is a mission pillar for all YMCAs. Ohio YMCAs have been providing that
development with a vast array of programs and supports for 171 years, including early
learning, school age care, summer day camp, and teen programs. Today, Ohio’s Ys remain
committed to serving all youth and families with high-quality care. SB 400 would support
organizations, like the Y, that provide that level of care and learning.

High-Quality Youth Development Programs Must Prioritize Safety and Consistency
Ohio YMCAs dedicate many resources to ensure that our programs and facilities are safe.

Ohio YMCAs are committed to preventing childhood sexual abuse. To that end, all Ohio Ys
either are, or in the process of becoming, accredited in preventing abuse. Praesidium, which
is a nationally-recognized entity, accredits YMCAs and other youth-serving organizations
after extensive evaluations and site visits. To become accredited, a YMCA must adopt
policies to protect youth; implement those policies with procedures, such as background
checks for anyone involved with youth in the Y organization; and ensure staff and volunteers
are trained to recognize red flags of abuse.

Ohio YMCAs also ensure that each facility in which we provide programming and services are
safe, well-maintained, and always available at designated times to serve youth and families.
Our Ys are inspected often for safety and compliance, including by local departments of
health, the Ohio Department of Children and Youth, and our insurance carriers.

Without this commitment to safety and consistency of programming, a YMCA, or any other
youth-serving organization, could not ensure it is providing a high-quality experience for
youth. We much appreciate that SB 400 recognizes the importance of that safety and
consistency for youth development programs.
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Financial Stability is Necessary to Provide High-Quality Programs

SB 400 also recognizes that, in order to ensure a youth development program is high-quality,
the program must demonstrate financial stability. Under the bill, a youth development
program is required to demonstrate financial soundness and accountability by ensuring the
organization is audited each year, using generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), and
instituting adequate safeguards to protect any public monies the program receives.

Without these financial practices and guardrails, organizations risk their own financial
stability and longevity. If an organization cannot ensure that it is protecting its assets, it
certainly will struggle to provide a consistently high-quality programming experience for
youth it serves.

Conclusion

SB 400 is a great step in recognizing the importance of high-quality out-of-school time
programs. We respectfully request that the Committee support the passage of the bill.

Thank you for your time and | am happy to answer any questions you may have.
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