Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today. My name is Sue Mueller, and |
am a resident of Cincinnati. For the past three years, | have served as a volunteer reading
tutor at Rothenberg Elementary in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood. | am writing today to
express my strong opposition to Ohio Senate Bill 127.

Through my work at Rothenberg, | have been a witness to the incredible dedication of
teachers and staff who work tirelessly in an underfunded school within an impoverished
neighborhood. Rothenberg is more than just a building; it is a cornerstone of the
community. It brings parents and children together, creating a crucial web of support and
an intimate knowledge of the specific needs of our families.

SB 127 is deeply troubling because it relies on a "one-size-fits-all" star rating system that
labels schools as "underperforming" based primarily on standardized test scores. This metric
fails to account for the unique struggles and systemic difficulties faced by children growing
up in poverty. At Rothenberg, the staff has specifically chosen to work with this at-risk
population. To label such a school "underperforming” and subject it to mandatory closure
or the replacement of at least half its staff—as this bill would allow—would be a travesty
and a direct injury to the children who rely on these established relationships.

Furthermore, | am concerned that SB 127:

o Prioritizes tests over community: It expands reliance on problematic standardized
test scores to determine a school's right to exist.

o Threatens local stability: It allows the state to force drastic actions, such as closing
buildings or transferring control to external, private operators with no link to our
community.

« Ignores root causes: By focusing on closure and staff replacement, the bill punishes
schools without addressing the underlying issues of poverty and underfunding that |
see every week.

Our students deserve safe, fully-resourced, and engaging schools in their own
neighborhoods. Closing a local school like Rothenberg would squander years of community
investment and destroy the vital connections that help our most vulnerable students
succeed. | ask you to consider the real-world impact on our neighborhoods and stop this
harmful bill from moving forward. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

Respectfully,

Susan Mueller






