
 

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and esteemed members of the 

Senate Education Committee: 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Jeanne Melvin, and I am a retired public-

school teacher and Board Member of Public Education Partners (PEP), a statewide education 

organization run by volunteers with many years of experience in the field of education.  

The PEP Board and I are opposed to Senate Bill 127, just as we are opposed to other bills 

designed to label public schools as underperforming and punish them on the basis of 

standardized test scores. Ohio should never use standardized test scores as measures of school 

quality, because those tests are not designed, nor should they be used, for promoting or ranking 

students, evaluating teachers, or grading schools. They are a better predictor of a student’s 

socio-economic status and a parent’s educational attainment level.  

Have we learned nothing from HB 70, Ohio’s failed school takeover law? That destructive policy 

was undemocratic, unaccountable, and UNACCEPTABLE. 

SB 127 is an attack on parents’ rights, local control, and workers’ rights by forcing school 

districts that the state labels as “underperforming” to close schools, transfer control to private 

operators, replace staff, and more. It would remove parents’ rights to choose their child’s school 

and would remove local control from school board members elected by the parents and other 

community members. 

The state should not be making such major, closed-door decisions with little to no community 

involvement. Parents and local community members should be heavily involved in any decision-

making processes- not legislators who have no vested interest in each individual community. 

Instead of passing SB 127, please consider removing high stakes mandates from schools, and 

abolish the practice of punishing schools, teachers, families, and students for arbitrary test 

scores. NOW is the time to end the test-and-punish philosophy, and replace it with an ideology 

of school investment and improvement.  

 I ask you to think about this written testimony and vote NO on Senate Bill 127.  

Thank you for your service! 

Jeanne Melvin and the Board of Public Education Partners 
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