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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on Senate
Bill 400. My name is Dorothy Moulthrop, and I am the Chief Executive Officer of Open Doors
Academy (ODA). ODA is an educational nonprofit that provides afterschool programs, summer
camps, and year-round family engagement programming to children and young adults across
Northeast and Northwest Ohio. This school year, we will serve more than 1,900 youth and their
families.

Afterschool and summer learning programs play a critical role for working families across Ohio.
These programs provide students with safe, structured environments during the hours when parents
are still at work, while also helping children stay academically engaged, build social skills, and
develop confidence. For many families, access to reliable afterschool and summer programming
is essential to maintaining employment and ensuring their children are supported beyond the
school day. These programs also serve as an important workforce support for families who cannot
otherwise afford childcare before and after school or during the summer months.

ODA has seen firsthand the impact out-of-school time programs can have on students’ academic
success and school engagement. In Mansfield, Lima, Sandusky, and Lorain County, 60% of our
scholars improved their grades in English/Language Arts and 54% improved their Math grades
during the 2024-25 school year. During the 2023-2024 school year, our scholars also
demonstrated improved attendance rates of up to 66% and, on average, spent 10 more days in
school than their peers.

ODA’s Center for Out-of-School Advancement works to raise the quality of afterschool and
summer programs across the state. We work closely with the Ohio Department of Education and
Workforce, and have provided statewide conferences and professional development training to
over 300 OST providers across the state, indirectly reaching over 40,000 youth.

Senate Bill 400 recognizes the importance of out-of-school time programming by creating a
designation process for “high-quality youth development programs” through the Ohio
Department of Education and Workforce. Establishing a statewide designation process would
help create consistent standards for quality, accountability, and safety among youth-serving
organizations across Ohio.

Under the bill, programs seeking the designation would be required to demonstrate measurable
outcomes for the youth they serve, provide structured and developmentally appropriate
programming led by qualified staff, and maintain strong safety and accountability standards.
Programs would also need to show meaningful community and family engagement, as well as



sound financial practices and oversight. These requirements help ensure that families can trust
that designated programs are delivering safe, effective, and high-quality services for children
across Ohio.

The bill creates a thoughtful framework to identify and recognize programs that are delivering
meaningful outcomes for Ohio children and families. It also encourages providers across the
state to strengthen and expand high-quality programming that supports student achievement,
workforce participation, and family stability. My hope is that passage of this bill will serve as
both a recognition of effective programs and a roadmap for other afterschool and summer
learning providers striving to meet these high standards.

I would like to thank Senator Manchester for her work on this important legislation. Thank you
again for your time and consideration.



