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On behalf of Akron Public Schools and the Akron After School program, we respectfully express concern
regarding the intent and language of Ohio Senate Bill 400. While we appreciate the effort to establish
standards and recognition for high-quality youth development programs across Ohio, the current language
risks excluding many impactful community-based programs that serve students and families with excellence
every day.

As written, the bill limits recognition to programs that demonstrate “a history of operating year-round
programming for students in grades K—12 across multiple counties in Ohio.” Although well-intended, these
requirements are not accurate indicators of program quality and unintentionally disadvantage strong local
programs that are deeply rooted within their communities.

For 26 years, Akron After School has partnered with schools, families, community organizations, and local
stakeholders to provide high-quality afterschool programming for students in Akron. Each year, the program
serves more than 1,500 students through academic support, enrichment opportunities, youth development,
mentoring, and family engagement initiatives designed specifically to meet the needs of our local community.

The impact of Akron After School can be seen in measurable outcomes across Akron Public Schools, including
improved daily attendance, reduced chronic absenteeism, increased student engagement, stronger
family-school connections, and academic growth among participating students. Through intentional
partnerships and consistent programming, Akron After School has become an important support system for
working families and a meaningful contributor to student success within our district.

Programs like Akron After School demonstrate that quality does not depend on geographic scale, operating
across multiple counties, serving every grade level, or providing year-round services. Many of Ohio’s most
effective youth-serving organizations are locally focused because they are intentionally designed around the
unique needs of the communities they serve. Their strength lies in trusted relationships, cultural
responsiveness, targeted programming, and long-standing community partnerships.

We respectfully urge consideration of revised language that would allow all high-quality youth development
programs to qualify for recognition based on meaningful indicators of quality, including:

Demonstrated student outcomes

Evidence-based programming

Safe and supportive environments

Qualified and trained staff

Fiscal accountability

Strong school and community partnerships

Family engagement and responsiveness to local needs






Ohio’s youth benefit from a wide range of programs — statewide, regional, and local — each serving different
populations and communities in meaningful ways. Senate Bill 400 should recognize and support quality
wherever it exists.

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued commitment to supporting Ohio’s children, families,
schools, and communities.

Sincerely,

Desiree Bolden

Manager, Extended Learning

Akron Public Schools /Akron After School
Akron, Ohio 44308






