Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the
Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify. My name is Laura Rushton. I am a retired
classroom teacher with a Master’s degree from the Ohio State University, 1989. I taught
in grades 3-6 in both public and private schools in Richland County. As an educator, I
am strongly opposed to SB 113, or a comprehensive ban on Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion programs in K-12 public schools.

My main reason for objecting to SB 113 is that it appears to ban something it never even
defines. The bill’s summary calls for eliminating all forms of what it broadly refers to as
D.E.I but there is no explanation of the alleged harm it causes. The vagueness suggests
that the reason for the ban is political, which is far more harmful than the curriculum it
targets.

My own experience as a classroom teacher has shown me, repeatedly, how important it
is for all students to feel accepted and included in the community of the school and
classroom. When they come from different backgrounds, it is easy for
misunderstandings and prejudices to divide and sometimes exclude certain children
from participating. They can become isolated and depressed as a result, which can
cause long term damage to their self-esteem. Sometimes they fail to thrive and stop
learning. Sometimes they become aggressive and lash out at other students. Often, they
withdraw from social interaction. Even if you aren’t present in that child’s life to see the
damage it does, there are costs to the larger community which all of us will witness in
some form.

The teacher needs to be aware of these dynamics and work to create a sense of belonging
for everyone in the class, regardless of their race, ethnicity, economic status, gender
identity, or religion. The programs this bill seeks to ban are part of building that spirit
of community. They are valuable tools, not intended to alienate or divide but to help all
students reach their full potential. Given the risks, one would expect our lawmakers in
Ohio to support efforts to promote understanding and acceptance, which is the purpose
of what the bill disparagingly calls DEI. Instead, it seeks to remove all traces of it as if it
were some kind of witchcraft. Surely it is possible to improve the program without an
outright ban.

I urge you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this harmful, misguided bill.
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.



