Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify. My name is Laura Dickson. | am a retired intervention specialist with over 31
years of dedication within our Ohio public schools. | am horrified that there is a need to express opposition to SB 113.

Every public educator is trained to diversify and accommodate for every student. In fact, it is impossible to manage a
class of 20-30 students without this skill. SB113 makes it clear that there is an abject lack of knowledge in the
legislative body regarding the science and art of educating our children.

I will focus on the ludicrous nature of Section 1 of this bill.

“Section 1. That sections 3314.03, 3326.11, and 3328.24 be amended and section 3313.475 of the Revised Code be
enacted to read as follows: Sec. 3313.475. (A) Not later than ninety days after the effective date of this section, the
board of education of each city, local, exempted village, and joint vocational school district shall adopt and enforce a
policy that prohibits all of the following: (1) Any orientation or training course regarding diversity, equity, and
inclusion;”

This vague wording effectively eliminates training about diverse learning styles, disability factors,
developmental variations between genders and age groups, grading practices, and socio-economic social
variations. Equity and inclusion does not mean what the authors of this bill seem to believe it does in classroom
practice.

“(2) The continuation of existing diversity, equity, and inclusion offices or departments; “

This implies that existing special education departments must be eliminated including those supporting
IDEA. This implies the elimination of English as a Second Language programs. This implies that our schools will no
longer be able to provide appropriate education services to our many diverse (oops I used the word) learners and
we will be reversing decades of progress for our special needs populations. This
Bill demonstrates zero respect for how all children develop in unique ways as a factor of biology, science and
environment.
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This implies that our legislature plans to essentially eliminate educational opportunity for all but those

who fit a specific eugenic profile.

One of the reasons | stopped serving in our school districts is my fear over accusations of teaching something deemed
“wrong.” Am | reading a “bad” book? Am | showing too much compassion for a marginalized child? If | respect a
family's religious practice, am | going to get into trouble? It is not an environment conducive to promoting a thriving
society.

| ask you to consider my testimony and stop this regressive, offensive, and benighted bill from moving forward.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.



