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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair O'Brien, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Amanda Fontana. I am a mother of three
from New Philadelphia, a practicing social worker, a college educator, and an elected member of
the New Philadelphia City Schools Board of Education. I am writing today in my personal and
professional capacity to urge you to vote "No" on Senate Bill 113.

This legislation seeks to completely ban diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) initiatives,
departments, and staff training in Ohio’s public, charter, and STEM schools. If enacted, SB 113
will strip away local control, harm our most vulnerable children, and worsen Ohio's teacher
shortage.

This issue is deeply personal to me because I am a mother of two daughters with disabilities. To
my family, "equity" is not a political buzzword. It means providing the specific accommodations,
visual tools, and specialized staff training required for my children to safely access their
education. Banning the frameworks and language of inclusion isolates children who rely on these
systems just to survive the school day.

Beyond the impact on families, SB 113 directly strips away local control. My community elected
our local school board to make decisions that best fit New Philadelphia. This bill overrides local
voters by creating rigid state-mandated restrictions on professional development and hiring.

Furthermore, it forces districts to build a weaponized, bureaucratic complaint process. Our
administrators should be focused on student achievement and upgrading facilities, not defending
teachers against politically motivated grievances.

Finally, we must consider the practical impact on our workforce. Ohio is already facing a severe
teacher shortage. Creating a hostile environment where educators fear being investigated over
loosely defined restrictions will drive talented people out of the profession and make it harder to
attract high-quality teachers to rural and mid-sized districts like mine.

Public education must remain a place where every single child is valued, protected, and given the
exact tools they need to succeed. SB 113 drives a wedge into our communities and threatens the



safety of our most vulnerable students. For the sake of our children, and the families I represent
in Tuscarawas County, please reject this harmful legislation.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respecttully,
Amanda Sue Fontana, MSW



