Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for listening to my testimony today. My name is Sarah Ressler Wright. | am a
twenty-six year veteran educator for Delaware City Schools, and | am firmly opposed to
SB 113.

| became an English teacher in 1999 when | graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University in
Delaware County. After teaching in New Albany for one year, | came back to Delaware
and have made it my home, which I’'m sure Senator Brenner can tell you, is an awesome
place to live and work!

Throughout my thirteen years as a high school English teacher, and the second thirteen
as a teacher librarian, | have experienced students from every walk of life. Delaware City
Schools, and all schools in Ohio, are tasked with educating ALL students, and | believe
strongly in this calling in order to make Delaware County, and every county in the state
of Ohio, a place where businesses and people want to settle.

In order to truly educate every Ohio citizen, we must meet students’ diverse needs in
learning environments designed to support them.

Senate Bill 113 takes away schools’ abilities to understand our students’ needs and
educate them to the best of our ability. For example, it was Ruby Payne’s Poverty class
that taught me how best to work with students and their families from lower
socioeconomic backgrounds. It was a lesson differentiation training that gave me
strategies on how to vary my teaching styles to accommodate various styles of learning.
It was a mandated homelessness training that helped me be more cognizant of students
who might be acting out because of the stresses in their home life.

These trainings were formative to me as an educator, and must be allowed to continue! |
want Ohio to be a truly exemplary state in this union where businesses recognize the
caliber of our graduates and want to come here to employ them! We cannot do this if
we cannot educate students in ways that support their needs.

| ask you to consider my testimony and stop this hateful and harmful bill from moving
forward.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.



