Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Sharon Grimes. | am a graduate of Ohio’s
public education system, a mother of children who have or will soon graduate from Ohio’s
public education system, and a collaborative pianist who works with multiple public school
districts. | am strongly opposed to SB 113.

| graduated from Cleveland Heights-University Heights High School, which was a majority
minority district when | was there. My classmates fought to expand our curriculum to include
classes that reflected the diversity of our student body. | took some of these classes, and am
glad for the opportunity to learn more about the United States’ history and current events
incorporating points of view and events not previously offered.

There is absolutely no good reason to hide negative events in our nation’s past, and every
reason to teach that we can learn to do better and be an even stronger and greater nation.
These are the lessons | learned in an inclusive public education — lessons that taught me to be a
proud voting American citizen. The current push to eliminate diversity, equity, and inclusion is
unpatriotic. This nation was founded by people who were not welcome elsewhere, and it is
shameful for their descendants to be exclusionary. Nothing | have seen in my childrens’ public
education experiences or my work in schools has shown anything to the contrary.

| ask you to consider my testimony and stop this hateful and offensive bill from moving forward.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.



