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Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Education
Committee of the Ohio Senate, thank you for considering my written testimony.

I am writing to express my concerns over the arbitrariness of Senate Bill 127.

Senate Bill 127 (SB 127) proposes to label a school as ‘poorly performing’ if it is in the bottom
5% of all schools. This means every year we will have 5% of the schools labelled as “poorly
performing’ regardless of true academic performance.

This bill further proposes punitive measures for a school that is on the bottom 10% over a 3-year
period. Without input from the local community, such a school would have to.

e Close
e Replace educators and staff
e Hand over the school to outside operators with no connection to the community

Switching to a purely percentage-based criteria means Ohio will have a bottom 5% and 10%
even when schools are meeting all of the state’s prescribed standards. Based on these criteria,
there will be constant restructuring in Ohio’s schools, without parameters to prevent the annual
elimination of buildings.

Also, Ohio already has a comprehensive academic improvement infrastructure known as the
Ohio Improvement Process. This system is aligned with federal standards and provides
extensive, proven supports through the Department of Education and Workforce.

I do not believe this bill will lead to any improved student performance. Instead, review the Ohio
Improvement Process to see what improvements can be made to our existing system.

Sincerely,

Barbara Wallin



