Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for considering my written testimony today. My name is Caryn Daulton. | am a
lifelong Ohioan who attended public school and college in Ohio, completed a Masters of
Education degree and have been teaching in Ohio public school for 17 years. | am firmly

opposed to SB 113.

As a kindergarten teacher | work each day to show every single one of my students that they are
valued for exactly who they are. | teach them how to read with a diverse variety of strategies
based on their prior knowledge, learning style, and more. Every student needs something a
little different. | work to help them all feel included in our classroom community, so they feel
comfortable trying new things and making mistakes- which are both essential to learning. |
teach students from affluent backgrounds, students who are food insecure, students who have
never held a book or pencil before, students with dyslexia, autism and special medical needs,
students with glasses, students who have experienced trauma, students who love to talk but
don’t speak English yet and students who are painfully shy. If | cannot honor each of these
differences, | cannot meet my students’ needs. If | cannot meet their needs, they’ll learn
nothing from me. This is the reality that | know from experience.

| am appalled that members of the Education Committee would sponsor, support or vote for
this bill. In our society and our public schools our diversity is our strength, and it deserves to be
celebrated- not stomped down. Public schools accept every student who walks through our
doors, and it is our duty to meet each of their educational needs as best we can. This required
recognizing diversity of all kinds, not acting like we can legislate it away. Human diversity will
continue to exist no matter what ridiculous culture war bills MAGA republicans who want to
take over Ohio try to pass. And good educators will continue to honor their students’
differences in order to help them learn.

This purposefully broadly written bill could affect many aspects of K-12 education, including but
not limited to: IEPs, programs for unhoused and transient students, students and staff with
disabilities and medical needs, programs for students with language barriers, students and staff
observing religious and cultural observances, students with emotional and mental health needs,
programs that address bullying and harassment.

Public schools are intended to be safe places for ALL our children to learn, and this bill
fundamentally undermines that goal. It is notable that this bill includes no definitions for the
terms, diversity, equity and inclusion. Why would any legislator draft a bill that does not include
the definitions of the things it seeks to ban? The only reason | can see is that someone wants to
be able to pick and choose definitions that suit them. This is not the way | expect elected
officials to legislate. Ohio students deserve better

If you value the children of Ohio | ask you to consider my testimony and stop this disastrous bill
from moving forward. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.



