Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate
Education Committee,

I am submitting this testimony to state my firm opposition to Senate Bill 127.

As an activist and a strong advocate for equitable, universally accessible public institutions, |
fundamentally believe that a high-quality education is a universal human right that must be
heavily funded and free for all. Our current system too often prioritizes corporate wealth while
leaving working-class Ohioans and our public institutions behind. Senate Bill 127 is a prime
example of legislation that attacks rather than supports our communities.

This bill, introduced by Senator Brenner, seeks to revise public school closure laws to mandate
the closure or restructuring of school district-operated buildings, community schools, and STEM
schools. Specifically, the legislation forces a school to close or face remedial action if it meets
certain criteria over three recent school years, such as receiving an overall performance rating
of less than two stars or merely one star for early literacy or progress on its state report card.
The bill resets the clock for these actions by prohibiting the Department of Education and
Workforce from considering report cards issued prior to the 2024-2025 school year.

This approach is inherently flawed and damaging. You cannot adequately measure the nuance
of human learning and community struggle by reducing it to a few stars on a standardized report
card, and you certainly cannot fix a struggling public school by threatening to shut its doors.
Underfunded schools in impoverished areas do not need closures; they need massive, systemic
funding. They need resources, well-paid educators, and infrastructure support. By relying on
arbitrary performance ratings to punish poor-performing schools, SB 127 disproportionately
harms marginalized communities whose students already lack basic institutional support.

Furthermore, the fiscal reality of this bill contradicts any claim of state efficiency. According to
the legislative fiscal notes, SB 127 may actually increase costs for school districts and other
public schools that are forced to implement these restructuring actions. It also threatens to
increase administrative costs for the Department of Education and Workforce just to enforce
these closures and restructuring mandates. We are literally threatening to spend taxpayer
money to penalize and close public schools instead of redirecting those funds into the
classrooms where they belong.

Public education in our country is in desperate need of an overhaul, and shutting down
community institutions because they are "poor-performing" is a capitalist failure model being
inappropriately applied to a vital public good. The government has a fundamental duty to
provide for its citizens. Instead of abandoning students in low-rated schools, the state legislature
should be doing everything in its power to aggressively tax billionaires and massive corporations
to fully fund these struggling districts. No one needs hundreds of millions of dollars while our
public schools are threatened with closure over a lack of resources.



Senate Bill 127 does not uplift Ohioans; it punishes the vulnerable, uproots communities, and
wastes resources on administrative enforcement rather than educational enrichment. | strongly
urge this committee to abandon this destructive legislation and vote NO on Senate Bill 127.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



