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TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION

Ohio Senate Bill 113

Prohibition of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Public Schools

My grandmother was born in 1914. She was orphaned at the
age of three because her mother was murdered by the Ku
Klux Klan. I am a 53-year-old Black woman, born in
Georgia, who has spent half her life in Ohio. I am telling you
this not for sympathy — I am telling you this so you
understand that when I say I know what racism looks like, I
am not speaking in abstractions. I am speaking from blood.

I am here today as a mother. I have two adult children who grew
up in Ohio schools — one Black, one white — and I have watched
with my own eyes as they were treated differently because of their
race. I am also the mother of two LGBTQ+ adults. This bill does
not exist in a vacuum for my family. This bill is aimed directly at
them.

I hear the argument: treat everyone the same. I believe in that
principle with my whole heart. But you cannot treat people
equally by pretending that unequal conditions do not exist. That is
not equality. That is willful blindness — and willful blindness has
consequences. It has consequences in classrooms where some
children see themselves reflected and others do not. It has
consequences in hiring, in promotion, in discipline. It has
consequences in the lives of real people who go home every night
carrying the weight of being unseen.

SB 113 does not just eliminate offices and training programs. It
eliminates the acknowledgment that our children — all of our
children — deserve to feel that they belong. It silences the
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educators who are doing the hard, necessary work of making sure
every student, regardless of their race, their identity, or their
background, can walk into a school and see their humanity
recognized.

I was always smart. But I spent my entire life having to prove it —
over and over again — in ways my white peers never had to. The
idea that we live in a pure meritocracy, where effort alone
determines outcome, is not just false. It is dangerous. It tells
children who are already fighting harder that the fault for any
struggle lies within them, not in the systems that were never
designed with them in mind.

To the legislators who support this bill: you work for the people of
Ohio. All of us. We pay taxes. We raise families here. Our history
is woven into the foundation of this state. You do not get to
legislate us into invisibility.

I am asking every person in this room who is uncertain — who is
wondering which side of history they want to stand on — to look
at what this bill actually does. It does not protect children. It
abandons them. Specifically the ones who already have the fewest
people in their corner.

My grandmother survived unimaginable hatred. Her blood,
and the blood of people like her, is literally in this soil. Ohio
was built by people this bill seeks to erase. We are still here.
We are still fighting. And we will not stop.

| respectfully urge this committee to vote no on Senate Bill 113.

SB 113 Baker Testimony - Page 2 of 2



