
         May 17, 2026 

 

To the attention of: 

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, 

 

I am writing in opposition to SB113, a bill that would prohibit diversity, equity, and inclusion 
in public schools. I am a Rocky River School District parent of a child with Asian ancestry 
and physical disabilities.  

 

For many reasons I oppose this bill. Mainly we need to honor and respect that about 35% of 
our public school students are not white. (Source 2023-24 data: 
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Data/Frequently-Requested-Data/Facts-and-Figures) If 
we do not encourage hiring teachers who share their ethnicity, we rob from these children 
an opportunity to see their futures in someone who looks like them.  

 

From this same data set it is apparent that students with disabilities outnumber our gifted 
children. Each group requires special attention to help them meet their potentials.  

 

Please reconsider how you approach education for our youth. They deserve the best 
chance at life, and honoring where they're at and where they come from is a big contributor 
to future success. This impacts not just these children but all of our communities. 

 

Thank you again for carefully considering my written testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Lucarelli 

Rocky River, Ohio 

 


