Senate Education Committee
Opponent Testimony on Senate Bill 113 — Prohibit DEI in Public Schools.

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee, my name is Pierre Wolfe, Thank you for the opportunity to provide
testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 113.

I strongly oppose SB 113 because this legislation undermines the ability of public schools to
provide safe, inclusive, and academically sound learning environments for all students. At a time
when Ohio schools were already facing teacher shortages, rising student mental health concerns,
political polarization, and funding inequities, this bill adds unnecessary mandates and restrictions
that interfere with the professional judgment of educators and local school districts.

SB 113 continues a troubling trend of politicizing public education by substituting legislative
ideology for educational expertise. Decisions about curriculum, classroom discussions, student
support services, and school policies should be guided by trained educators, child development
experts, and local communities — not broad state mandates driven by political agendas. Ohio
students deserve schools focused on critical thinking, factual instruction, and preparing them for
a diverse society and workforce, not classrooms constrained by fear of controversy or
punishment.

This bill also risks creating a chilling effect in schools. Teachers may avoid important historical
topics, social discussions, or honest classroom conversations out of fear that any lesson could be
misinterpreted as violating vague or politically charged provisions within the law. Students learn
best when they are encouraged to ask questions, engage with differing viewpoints, and examine
history and current events honestly and thoughtfully. Restricting those discussions weakens
educational quality and damages trust between students and educators.

Additionally, SB 113 threatens local control by imposing one-size-fits-all state directives on
districts with vastly different student populations and community needs. Ohio’s urban, suburban,
and rural districts each face unique challenges. Local school boards and educators are in the best
position to make decisions for their students, not the Statehouse.

There are also serious concerns about the bill’s practical consequences. Legislation like this often
invites confusion, costly legal disputes, increased administrative burdens, and public division
within school communities. Instead of helping students succeed academically, it diverts attention
and resources away from core educational priorities such as literacy, math proficiency, school
safety, mental health support, and teacher retention.

It is also important to recognize the unequal standards embedded in legislation like SB 113.
Public schools are subjected to extensive state oversight, curriculum mandates, transparency
requirements, and constitutional obligations to serve every student who walks through their
doors.



Private schools, however, retain broad discretion over what they teach, the values they promote,
and whom they admit or exclude. Yet this bill places additional political and administrative
burdens almost exclusively on public schools while many private institutions receiving public
funding through vouchers remain exempt from similar scrutiny and restrictions. That double
standard is both unfair and harmful to Ohio’s public education system.

Public education should be about expanding opportunity, fostering understanding, and ensuring
every child feels respected and able to learn. SB 113 moves Ohio in the wrong direction by
injecting politics into deeper classrooms and limiting the educational environment students and
teachers need to thrive.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to reject Senate Bill 113.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



