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Good afternoon, Chairman Brenner and members of the education committee. My name is 
Maxine Irvin. I am a lifelong resident of Ohio and have a BBA degree from Kent State 
University and an MBA degree from Ashland University.  

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today as an opponent of Ohio Senate Bill 113.  DEI, 
which is Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, is vital to ensure that all students have a safe 
learning environment. An environment where students can feel accepted and included so 
that they will be able to concentrate on their education. 

We are all diƯerent from each other.  Every one of us has diƯerent strengths and 
weaknesses.  We cannot look at someone and assume what their strengths are.  That is 
called stereotyping and we all do that to a certain extent.  Most likely, the stereotypes will 
be wrong.  Another thing we tend to do is to gravitate towards people who are like us.  That 
also is human nature.  It is more diƯicult for us to reach out to someone who is diƯerent 
than us, than to reach out to someone who is similar to us.  But it is those very diƯerences 
between people that strengthen our society.   

I like to use the example, if we are all the same and that everyone wants to be a teacher, 
then we would have no auto mechanics.  We would have no cars, because no one would 
want to design or create them.  Our society would come to a complete standstill. 

Therefore, Diversity among people is the key to creating and building a successful society.  
DEI is a technique to look beyond the stereotypes we have created, to reach out to people 
who are diƯerent than us and to include them in our society.  Not just to include them in our 
society, but to encourage them to harness their strengths and to contribute in ways they 
may not have been allowed previously because of false stereotypes and assumptions.   We 
must accept people for what and who they are and make it a safe place for them to express 
themselves without facing ridicule and barriers that prevent them from excelling. 

I can use myself as an example.  When I was in school, it was assumed that girls were good 
in language and boys were good in math.  Therefore, boys were encouraged to pursue math 
and science, and girls to pursue language classes.  I didn’t fit in!  Though I excelled in math, 
I had an unrecognized disability in reading, and my math teacher would not let me pursue 
the advanced math class I longed to take when I was in 8th grade.  Several years later, during 
high school, I attended a private girls school for half a year.  What classes did they assign to 
me?  Three English classes at the same time, and a math class for girls that was at least 
half a year behind my current educational attainment at that time.  I asked if I could attend 
a math class at our associated boys school.  They denied my request to take the Math 
class, though they did allow me to take an English class at the boys school.  I asked if I 



could do independent study.  The teacher said yes, but she also stated that she would not 
help me.    And why did I experience this?  Because of the stereotype of females doing 
poorly in math combined with my reading disability.  Even expressing an interest in math at 
that time, labeled me as weird, or that something was wrong with me.  They completely 
ignored my national test scores in math and abilities in the field. 

DEI is not aƯirmative action.  Rather, DEI is recognizing the abilities of minorities that would 
have been overlooked in the past because they were not average white males.  Which is 
exactly why I was never allowed to pursue my love of mathematics. 

How many more people like me were denied the ability to pursue their strengths because 
they did not fit some unjustifiable preconceived idea of what is acceptable to society? 

Elimination of DEI programs will once again ostracize us who don’t fit the norms and will 
silence our voices. Worse than that.  It is denying that the diƯerences between people even 
exist.  Think of all that will be lost to the advancement of our society by not encouraging 
those with diƯerent ideas to speak up. It is those very ideas that contribute the most to 
society and it is a shame if we silence them. 

Do not turn the clock back to a time of hopelessness for those who want to be an active 
participant in society.  Vote no against SB 113 and do not allow some of our brightest and 
most creative students to experience the loss of their dreams and denied the 
encouragement of teachers and others in their lives as I experienced in grade school and 
high school. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Respectfully,  

Maxine Irvin 

 


