
 
 

 

Testimony in Opposition to S. B. 113, a bill to prohibit                            

diversity, equity, and inclusion in public schools 

May 18, 2026 

 

 

To Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of 

the Ohio Senate Education Committee: 

 

 

Given the chair’s propensity to use public testimony as an opportunity to 

perpetuate views that are rooted in implicit bias and systemic racism, and his 

resistance to considering facts and data in decision making on key issues such as 

the benefits of diversity for every child in our schools, we determined that a short 

written statement would best communicate our opposition to this hateful bill. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Hawkes, MLIS 

Right to Read Ohio 

“Open books open hearts”  


