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Dear Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and the Senate Education 

Committee Members, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to share my opposition to SB 113. I am an educator; a former teacher, 

school leader, instructional coach, and now a consultant and active volunteer working across many Ohio 

communities. I’m listening to what we’re hearing from experts - those closest to kids and families - and 

they do not support this ban. In fact, families, students and communities benefit when our public 

schools address diversity, equity and inclusion. 

 

●​ Diversity training allows teachers who teach second language learners to have professional 

learning to adjust their practices to help those Ohio students with speaking and writing in 

English or it provides students with a wide variety of interests and skills with diverse pathways 

to complete a course and move toward life success.  

●​ Equity means every student receiving the resources they need for learning -  our elementary 

children who need additional learning time (for instance, math or literacy summer tutoring) 

getting what they need to make progress. 

●​ Inclusion supports leaders doing smart, adaptive thinking around belonging in our schools - 

an example is making sure students with asthma or who use a wheelchair can still participate in 

their school’s annual “field days” taking place all across Ohio this spring. 

 

Legislators, this is the work I want you supporting, not hindering. SB 113’s broad strokes play into 

political polarization and prevents our schools and communities from being places where Ohio students 

- every one of them - is safe, welcomed, and cared for. 

Please take the time that’s needed to listen to your communities - to connect with more students, 

educators, families, researchers - and hear their major concerns that SB 113 hurts Ohio - I encourage 

you to oppose this bill. 

 

Lisa Vahey 
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