
Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Debra S. Gatton, Ph.D. I am a life-
long resident of Ohio, an adjunct university professor and the mother of a 16-year-old 
Westlake High School student.  I am strongly opposed to SB 113. 

I oppose Senate Bill 113 because, at its core, it tells schools to step back from the work of 
making every child feel seen, safe, and valued. Schools are not just places where children 
learn math and reading; they are also places where children learn whether they belong. 
When educators are discouraged from talking about inclusion, addressing bias, or creating 
systems of support for students from different backgrounds, it is children who feel the 
consequences. This bill sends a chilling message that efforts to help students understand 
one another and treat each other with dignity are somehow suspect, when in reality those 
efforts are part of what makes a school community humane, welcoming, and strong. 

For me, this is not abstract. I am the parent of a daughter who was born in, and adopted 
from, China. When I think about her walking into a classroom, I do not think about politics; I 
think about whether she will feel accepted, whether she will be protected from cruelty, and 
whether the adults around her will have the knowledge and support to respond if she is 
singled out because of how she looks, where she was born, or how our family was formed. 
Every child deserves to feel proud of who they are and secure in the knowledge that they 
belong. As a parent, it is heartbreaking to imagine policies that would make schools less 
prepared to affirm that basic truth for children like my daughter. 

I want my daughter, and every child in Ohio, to grow up in a school system that does not 
turn away from difference, but meets it with care, respect, and understanding. Lawmakers 
should be making it easier for schools to support children and families, not harder. Senate 
Bill 113 moves us in the wrong direction. I urge you to reject this bill and stand for the 
simple but powerful idea that every child should be welcomed fully, treated fairly, and given 
the chance to thrive without having to question whether they truly belong. 

I ask you to consider my testimony and stop this disastrous bill from moving forward.  

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.  

 


